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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Unite 

Searchlight welcomes the launch of Unite Against 
Fascism. This new coalition brings together the National 
Assembly Against Racism, the Anti Nazi League, trade 
unions and others into one national campaigning front 
against the British National Party in the run-up to the 
elections on 10 June. 

There is a real possibility of the BNP winning a seat in 
the European Parliament in the Northwest and it is not 
beyond the realms of possibility that it could win a seat 
elsewhere as well. This would elevate the BNP onto the 
international stage and boost its coffers with a huge sum 
of funds. As the BNP leader Nick Griffin is heading the 
party’s list for the European elections in the Northwest, 
he would be elected if the BNP gained enough votes to 
secure a seat. 

The European, council and London elections are all 
taking place on 10 June under different electoral systems. 
It is in the London Assembly and local council elections 
that Griffin believes his party has the greater chance of 
making breakthroughs. 

Local councils are where we face the greatest threat in 
terms of the number of BNP candidates likely to be 
elected. The BNP already has 17 councillors. There is no 
historical precedent in Britain for this. The BNP will 
campaign hard to secure more seats in the Northwest, 
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Yorkshire and the Midlands, where it already has a real 
base. The party also wants to break out onto the national 
arena in elections that offer a peculiarly high chance of 
gaining many more seats than usual because all the seats 
in many councils are up for election rather than the usual 
one-third. 

We maintain that the BNP will be defeated in the 
communities. Local anti-fascist organisations will know 
best how to bring this about by producing material based 
on the issues that affect people in their area. We need 
different leaflets for different parts of the same ward, let 
alone for different regions of the country. We believe that 
any national anti-fascist organisation, including 
Searchlight, should be the servant of these groups and 
not their master. We are keen to ensure — and this is the 
position of the TUC as well — that the integrity and 
independence of local organisations is respected. This is 
non-negotiable. 

It is no secret that we have longstanding tactical 
differences with some of the component parts of UAE 
After all, if there weren't differences we would have all 
been in the same organisation to begin with. 
Nevertheless, in the face of the current threat we will all 
have to set aside our differences to face our common 
enemy. Searchlight is affiliating to UAF and is 
represented on its steering committee. 
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Matthew Collins reports on the recent spate of racist attacks in Northern Ireland 


hristmas, a time of peace and goodwill to all. 
One might think even more so in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, where the traditional hatreds 
between Protestants and Catholics, nationalists 
and loyalists, have resulted in a bitter and prolonged 
campaign of bloodshed lasting more than 30 years. 
While there may be fewer gunshots and a lot less 
manning of the barricades at peace lines throughout the 
province of late, it seems that some in the community 
cannot survive without meting out a regular dose of 
intimidation, harassment and violence to those newer 
arrivals in their community. As the grip that the 
paramilitaries held over their communities wanes as a 
result of peace talks, ceasefires and politicisation, those 
who would normally follow their instructions and live 
under the watchful and regimented gaze of paramilitary 
leaders and “commanders” appear to be assuming a law 
unto themselves in their enclaves. The hatreds remain 
the same, now it is your colour and your language that 
make you a target. 

In the week before Christmas last year, Belfast 
experienced an explosion of racist violence that took 
few in the province by surprise. A Ugandan man and his 
wife were forced to flee their home in a loyalist area days 
before two Chinese families living nearby were also 
assaulted in their homes. One of the victims was eight 
months pregnant. Another pregnant woman, this time a 
Pakistani, narrowly escaped serious injury when a 
2m plank of wood was rammed through her living 
room window only days after she had moved into 
South Belfast. 

The media in and covering the province have been 
quick to point the finger at rogue elements from within 
loyalist paramilitary groups such as the Ulster Defence 
Association (UDA) and Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), 
who have until very recently themselves been waging a 
turf war that has cost three lives. Some businessmen and 
independent councillors in Belfast claim that newer 
residents have been targeted on arrival by protection 
rackets, a traditional form of fundraising by loyalist 
paramilitaries, although they seem hard pressed 
actually to name the organisations or individuals 
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involved. One estate agent who had resisted pressure to 
refuse to let homes to non-whites finally had his offices 
petrol bombed by a group of men he described not as 
paramilitaries but merely “thugs”. He has since 
complied with their request. 

Geraldine Rice, a Belfast councillor for the moderate 
and non-sectarian Alliance Party, blamed the local 
UVE who she said had made the Chinese community a 
focus of their “fundraising”. Some loyalists have been 
blasé enough to describe the attack on the Chinese 
as a business disagreement gone sour and claim 
that “taxing” is part and parcel of everyday business 
life in Belfast regardless of your colour. The attacks 
are predominantly in the south of the city, focused 
mainly around the Donegal Road loyalist stronghold. 
The weekend after Christmas homes belonging to 
Romanian and Pakistani families were firebombed and 
black homes stoned. 

These attacks brought the number of racist incidents 
logged by the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) 
in the nine months to December 2003 to 212. The BBC 
reported that Northern Ireland was regarded in some 
quarters as “the race hate capital of Europe”. In Belfast 
and County Antrim foreign hospital staff have reported 
being attacked when leaving work. In Armagh 
the Muslim community has put plans to found the 
province's first mosque on hold after planning protests 
from Unionist politicians and an increase in attacks. 
Those running initiatives to deal with racial harassment, 
some started as recently as six months ago, are 
complaining of being overwhelmed. Race relations 
legislation was only extended to Northern Ireland ten 
years ago. The PSNI is understandably anxious. During 
January, no fewer than three senior officers spoke to the 
media about the progress of ongoing investigations into 
race attacks. As is often the case in PSNI enquiries, a wall 
of silence and fear of reprisal are the stumbling blocks. 
One senior officer told Searchlight, “The suspicion of 
any paramilitary involvement in any violence and 
intimidation of any kind in the community will often be 
very difficult to investigate”. 

Despite a long history of cooperation between 


sections of loyalism and mainland fascists, senior 
figures within loyalist groups were quick to distance 
themselves from the attacks, but were also sceptical 
about the extent of involvement of British fascist groups, 
such as the British National Party and the White 
Nationalist Party (WNP). David Irvine of the UVF’s 
political mouthpiece, the Progressive Unionist party 
(PUP), was more than willing to expand on the subject. 
Describing those responsible for the attacks in an 
interview with Searchlight, Irvine agreed that there may 
be some rogue elements from splinter loyalist groups 
easily swayed by such literature flooding into the 
province but said in all honesty he was in no position to 
“legislate for arseholes”. On the long and well 
documented history of links between the far right and 
groups such as the UVF Irvine was adamant: 

“There have been links, there have been attempts 
by fascist groups to ingratiate themselves. But this 
stuff ended in the eighties in Belgium on the spot. 
These people, if they realise it, would have no sway with 
the PUP and its policies. There are very real social issues 
in Belfast and in the PUP we want to tackle them. 
Racism is not acceptable to me and the UVF leadership 
has assured me that they are not going to sanction racist 
attacks, nor am I going to stand by and allow it to go 
unchallenged.” 

There is certainly enough documented evidence to 
question Irvine's assurances. Like the UVE however, the 
PUP has little to gain from allowing the windows of 
ethnic businesses to be firebombed. With the cease-fire 
with the republicans holding and internal disputes rife 
among all the major paramilitary organisations, the 
PUP’s greater interest lies in the politicisation of Ulster’s 
protestant working class. 

“The issues here are landlords charging exorbitant 
rents and a lack of social and cohesive education. 
The BNP are planning to stand here, they are entitled to, 
but there is very little for them besides from the ugly 
incidents and the divisiveness we're talking about. 
If necessary I will stand shoulder to shoulder and in 
defence of anyone who wants to live here free from 
racism and sectarianism. I have asked the same 
question of the leadership of the UVF and received the 
same response. We are not traditional in the sense of 
the traditional right-wing Unionist.” 

Irvine may be unusual for a Unionist, but the re- 
emergence of mainland groups in the province for the 
first time since the mid-1980s (when among others 
“Mad Dog” Johnny Adair was an active NF member) 
makes one question how honest and committed they 
are to a Northern Ireland free of racism. 

Patrick Yu of the Northern Ireland Commission of 
Ethnic Minorities believes that it is a matter of boredom 
post-paramilitarism. “The talk about the BNP and the 
WNP is very big but I know that they are just looking for 
opportunities where the paramilitaries may appear to 
fall short. I have met with them increasingly in the last 
few months and the PUP appear to be right on top of the 
UVF over the issue.” Yu also recounts how both the UDA 
and the UVF have made assurances to stamp out 
intimidation where possible. “They must take some 
responsibility and they are making the right noises and 
meeting with us. They seem very serious.” 

Frank Gallagher of the less progressive Ulster Political 
Research Group, a political representative of the UDA, 
claimed that the UDA was also looking into links and 
warned the BNP “They are welcome to campaign, they 
will get nowhere here. The indigenous people over here 
just have to learn to accept new things, we all have to 


and we are willing to. We are not linked or aligned to 
racists, and the paramilitaries [UDA] will not allow their 
members to be involved in racist attacks.” 

Asked about the UDA’ British Ulster Alliance front 
group, based in England, Gallagher did not deny 
knowledge of fascist involvement but claimed, “It is not 
welcome here and we will do all we can to help the 
indigenous people of Ulster come to terms with their 
social issues, one of which is racism. The BNP are not 
going to win here, neither is racism.” 

Whether the loyalists’ new found anti-racist com- 
mitment is as strong as their hatred of republicanism 
remains to be seen. 
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Tony 
Wentworth, 
BNP youth 
organiser and 
supplier of 
photos to 
Redwatch 


By Nick Lowles 


Members of the House of Lords have added their voices to 
the growing calls for the government finally to deal with the 
Redwatch website. Politicians, trade unionists and 
journalists have all recently called for those behind the 
website, which lists personal details of anti-racists and 
encourages violence and intimidation, to be prosecuted. 

Early last month the Liberal Democrat Lord Tony Greaves 
raised the matter with the Home Office Minister Baroness 
Scotland of Asthal. Lord Greaves, who has played a central 
role in defeating the BNP in Pendle and more recently 
Burnley, sought assurances from the government that it was 
taking the issue seriously and allocating sufficient resources 
to the task. 

The Redwatch site, he told his colleagues, “quite 
clearly involves breaches of the law, incitement to violence 
against individuals and their property and incitement to 
racial hatred”. 

He added: “This is a serious matter. Just because the 
people concerned are on the left does not mean that they 
deserve less protection than if they were businessmen or 
other people. Will the Minister confirm that?” 

Baroness Scotland insisted that the government was 
taking the matter seriously but appeared to suggest that 
there was little they could do through the law. “The difficulty 
that we have experienced is that operators have sought to 
avoid overstepping the conduct that the legislation defines 
as criminal.” She also pointed out that many of these sites 
were hosted in the US where the law was quite different, 
although her Department was pursuing the matter with the 
US authorities. 
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PRESSURE MOUNTS 
TO CLOSE REDWATCH 


Several Lords were unimpressed with her response. 
And so they should be. Searchlight has consistently argued 
that the people behind Redwatch can be prosecuted in this 
country. While several of the Redwatch and associated sites 
might be hosted abroad, they are administered and run by 
UK citizens. 

In November, Searchlight exposed the secret group 
behind Redwatch. Private emails between the organisers 
revealed their true objective of harassing, intimidating 
and attacking their opponents. This, it would seem, is 
conspiracy. 

Lord Hodgson of Astley Abbotts asked why those behind 
the site could not be prosecuted when people who 
produced the same material, albeit in printed form in the 
early 1990s, were dealt with by the courts. The Minister 
sidestepped the question, claiming that this was for the 
Crown Prosecution Service to answer. However she did say 
that the government was looking to publish proposals to 
combat e-crime in the spring and the Redwatch issue had 
been discussed. 

One of Redwatch’s latest targets is Gerry Sutcliffe, MP 
His picture and personal details are now on the Redwatch 
site clearly in retaliation for his role in pushing through 
legislation designed to enable trade unions to expel fascists. 

The exchange in the House of Lords led to considerable 
local and national media coverage. Most of the reports 
mentioned the role of the British National Party’s leaders in 
providing the photographs and personal information that 
was posted on the site. The BNP lamely tried to deny any 
links with Redwatch, with the party’s press officer even 
claiming that he had never heard of the site. 

This stance was made to look ridiculous only a week later 
when the party’s youth organiser, Tony Wentworth, was 
quoted in the Manchester Evening News as the spokesman 
for the Pro-Democracy League. The PDL has a direct link 
to Redwatch and was one of the 11 members of the secret 
Mole Intelligence group that gathered information on their 
targets and discussed campaigns of violence and 
intimidation. 

This story came to light after Wentworth and other 
Oldham BNP members protested outside the launch 
meeting of Manchester Against Racism. Over 400 people 
attended this impressive event but the evening was soured 
by the unruly behaviour of the BNP thugs. Their particular 
anger was directed at two Coronation Street stars who gave 
their support to the anti-BNP campaign. 

For his troubles, Lord Greaves is now on the Redwatch site. 


Have you been pictured on Redwatch or 
targeted by fascists? Searchlight is collecting 
case studies of people who have been 
harassed, threatened and attacked by fascists 
over the last three years. 


Please contact us on 020 7681 8660, by email 
at editors@searchlightmagazine.com or by 
post: PO Box 1576, Ilford IGS ONG. 





Griffin’s 
warped 
record 


By Steve Silver 





ick Griffin, the British National Party chairman, 

wants to clear up the confusion in the “party” 
ranks about the strange twists and turns of 
policy that have taken place over recent years. 
In an article in the December 2003 BNP house journal 
Identity titled “Putting the record straight’, he goes to 
great lengths — four pages to be precise — to explain that, 
yes, the BNP has gone a long way in rejecting long- 
standing policy, but a line in the sand has now been 
drawn and it will go no further. 

But before Griffin gets into the substance of the 
issues he launches an attack on the BNP’s opponents — 
opponents in government, in councils, in unions. 
They’re everywhere, these opponents, and they’re out to 
get the BNP. 

Griffin seems particularly concerned about: 
“...rumour mills clearly hard at work feeding local and 
Internet grapevines with hair raising tales which — if true 
— would indicate that the people running the BNP are 
stark-staring potty, sexual deviants, crooks, or all three”. 

One would have thought that if someone spreads the 
truth then that isn’t rumour mongering, but let’s not split 
hairs. So now we know that the BNP doesn’t like it 
Searchlight readers should ensure that the local media 
and internet discussion groups are filled with anti-BNP 
material declaring that they are potty, deviant and crooks. 

What has pushed Griffin to write the article is the fact 
that because the BNP has publicly jettisoned such things as 
the longstanding and once central policy of compulsory 

_ tepatriation of non-whites (which he fails to mention in his 
piece) the BNP old guard are none to happy. However he 
does touch on other policy U-turns that have been 
performed in order for the BNP to appear more electable. 
As predicted in Searchlight the tension between the BNP’s 
core nazi ideology and its new-found populism creates a 
contradiction that Griffin will have great difficulty 
containing and that could potentially be his undoing. 

The first issue that Griffin deals with in his article is 
the European Parliament elections on 10 June. It seems 
that a significant section of the BNP think the party 
should not be standing in the European elections at all. 
Griffin explains that the reason for standing in these 
elections is that 20 million leaflets will be distributed on 
behalf of the BNP and the publicity will fix the 
organisation in people’s minds and gain new recruits. 
Clearly some BNP members are very annoyed at having 
to raise £200,000 for European elections in which Griffin 
is going to put himself at the top of the candidates’ list in 
the North West and will have a very good chance of 
getting elected. This is a huge sum of money for a small 
party and the person most likely to benefit will be Griffin. 





No wonder he’s in favour. It all just seems a little self- 
seeking to those in his party — and there are many of 
them - who believe that Griffin is using the BNP to 
further his own political career and little else. 

Griffin has been forced to address BNP activists who 
spend their time working towards local council elections 
and believe that the European elections are a diversion. 
In typical patronising tone the Cambridge educated toff 
tells his members: “We can, in short, both have our Euro- 
cake and eat our local council victories. Anyone who tells 
you otherwise either hasn't thought things through or, in 
the case of opposition plants is merely trying to throw a 
spanner in the works.” 

It shows just how serious the differences are between 
the modernisers and the old guard in the BNP that 
Griffin has a whole section in his article titled “Blacks 
in the BNP”. It sounds like a sick joke but apparently 
there are BNP members who suggest that black people 
should be allowed to join the BNP because it will prove 
that the organisation is not racist. It seems that the issue 
has been raised because the BNP publication Freedom 
carried an article by a Sikh columnist that left some 
members outraged and others in favour of going further. 
Those new members who really believed that they had 
joined a “nationalist” party and not a nazi one and 
therefore could not see any problem oaver non-white 
membership, Griffin describes in typically respectful 
style as “good-hearted but politically naive”. 

A large part of the article is given over to the issue 
of “homosexuals in the BNP”, a topic on which Griffin 
has no doubt pondered at length. They fare rather better 
than black people in the new “modern” BNP. As long 
as they remain in the closet and make no “overt 
homosexual” stands as BNP candidates, there is no 
problem, apparently. 

Griffin’s final topic is headed, “Why is our party 
machine run by ‘Monsters’?” No, the answer is not 
because they are a bunch of nazi goons fantasising about 
what they would do if they achieved state power. It is 
because in order to comply with election law the BNP 
has to bully its activists into keeping proper records and 
supplying them to the leadership. 

It is clear that the BNP is facing internal problems both 
ideologically and organisationally. The good news for 
Searchlight readers is that the Group Development 
Department, headed by the deeply unpopular Tony 
Lecomber, will be introducing a whole new layer of 
bureaucracy with new bits of paperwork needing to be 
returned within certain time limits. This will cause even 
more bad feeling internally. There are going to be some 
very unhappy racists. Still, there’s always one man who 
benefits. Perhaps all this new bureaucracy is just Griffin 
paving the way for the European elections. It seems a 
European seat would suit him down to the ground. 
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Oldham unites 


against the BNP 


By Mike Luft 


A significant advance towards the unity of anti-fascist 
forces in combating the British National Party in 
Oldham was achieved at a meeting in January at the 
OBA Millennium Cultural Centre. The meeting, called by 
Oldham Trades Union Council (OTUC) in alliance with 
Oldham United Against Racism, brought together all the 
active anti-fascist forces in the town, committed 
individuals and the major trade unions (the NUT, 
TGWU, Unison, Amicus-MSF and RMT). 

Its purpose was to arrive at a united policy against the 
fascist BNP for the crucial period leading up to the 
elections for the European Parliament and all the seats 
on the council in June. Those present were justifiably 
proud of the sterling work they had done over the past 
three years in keeping the BNP off Oldham Council, one 
of the fascists’ key target areas. Everyone was buoyed up 
by the recent by-election in Failsworth where the BNP, in 
spite of shipping in activists from all over the country, 
suffered a result so humiliating that its candidate could 
not bear to put in an appearance at the count. 

However, we all understood that this year’s campaign 
would be much more difficult. 

We agreed that the major task would be to encourage 
as many people as possible to come out and vote against 
the BNP. This will be no mean task given the historically 
low turnout of less than 20% in the last European 
elections in 1999. The meeting got a positive fillip from 
Alec McFadden of the North West TUC, who welcomed 
Unite Against Fascism, explaining that it was a national 
initiative that should work and support existing local 
groups. On this understanding those present agreed 
unanimously to affiliate to UAF nationally. Speakers 
from UAF explained their major concerns over the 
European elections and a speaker from OTUC/OUAR 
outlined the danger of the BNP getting councillors 


elected and the importance of local grass roots activity 
in our communities. It was agreed that we must work 
together in a complementary and mutually supportive 
way and that a division of labour will be required with 
each of us working in the areas where we felt most 
competent to make the maximum impact. 

By the time Searchlight is published we will have had 
two leafleting sessions, an activity in conjunction with 
Saddleworth Peace Movement commemorating the 
Holocaust and a local authority event around Holocaust 
Memorial Day on 27 January. We will also have held an 
OTUC meeting for activists, the first of our special open 
sessions to co-ordinate anti-fascist activity in Oldham. 
To maximise the effect of our campaign the meeting 
agreed to use the name Oldham United Against the BNP. 
We will also continue to write to and monitor the local 
press and, in conjunction with the Diversity Network, 
organise multicultural events on a borough-wide basis 
for the benefit of our whole community. We will also 
continue with Oldham Unity to support asylum seekers, 
refugees and their families and combat the media 
hysteria that can only bring comfort to the BNP. With the 
help of the NUT we will expand our positive anti-racist 
work in schools. 

We will work to achieve the broadest possible unity 
between faiths and political and social groups in our 
campaign to save Oldham from the poison of the BNP. 
We understand that it will be consistent grass roots 
activity that will ultimately defeat fascism and racism in 
our town. But at the moment we face an exceptional 
threat that requires a sharp and energetic response. 

We look forward to the assistance and support of the 
UAF and to benefiting from the support that Searchlight 
has always given us, particularly over the past three 
years. We absolutely agree with the comments of 
Phil Woolas, our MP, who said: “We could not have 
defeated the BNP in Oldham without Searchlight — their 
intelligence has kept us ahead of the fascists, their 
bravery as individuals should be recognised ... In my 
opinion without Searchlight’s work we would have 
fascist councillors in Oldham and there would have 
been further disturbance without their exposés of the 
lies and rumours of the BNP.” 

We need your help. Please contact us at: 
oldhamtuc@ntlworld.com 


02/04 ff 


1 Subscribe to Searchlight 


£24 UK individuals £43 Non Europe individuals 
£18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations 


£36 Europe individuals 
£48 All non-UK organisations 


Name/organisation 





Address 








Postcode 





Cheques payable to Searchlight Magazine Ltd 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG Tel O20 7681 8660 Fax 020 7681 8650 
email editors@searchlightmagazine.com www.searchlightmagazine.com 
*Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 

Names and addresses may be used to send you other Searchlight information. 
Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information. 





A ticking bomb inside democracy 


Over the past three months Searchlight has highlighted 
the close ties between leading British National Party 
figures and Redwatch, a sinister nazi outfit that monitors 
a range of perceived opponents including trade unionists 
and their families and more recently some MPs. Personal 
details of the targeted individuals are placed on the 
Redwatch website. 

After the exposures in Searchlight and then The 
Guardian, the men behind Redwatch turned to a new flag 
of convenience, the Aryan Martyrs’ Brigade. This effort 
to conceal their operations proved futile and Searchlight 
revealed their link with Redwatch in The Guardian on 
17 January. 

Belatedly the police acknowledged that not only was 
Gary Titley, a Labour MEP sent a letter bomb, several 
MPs — Searchlight knows of at least ten — and a number 
of Jewish businessmen had also received threats. So far 
nobody from internal security at the Houses of Parliament 
nor the police have approached Searchlight for more 
information about the perpetrators. 

Nearly a year ago the police started a major national 
investigation into the extreme right, the threats they were 
making and the danger they posed. Homes were raided, 
computers seized and police bail to around 18 nazis has 
been extended again and again. Since then the Crown 
Prosecution Service has waffled over the evidence and 
apparently neither the Director of Public Prosecutions nor 


News 171 brief 


Electoral system led to BNP success 


A report published last month claimed that the British 
National Party won seats on Burnley Council due to flaws in 
the electoral system. 

The Electoral Reform Society, which published the 
56-page study Burnley and the BNP and the Case for 
Electoral Reform, added a warning that the BNP could win 
control of the council with “minority support” because of 
these problems. 

The society surveyed more than 2,000 voters across 
three wards in the town. The results showed that a different 
electoral system, such as the Single Transferable Vote 
(STV), would prevent a party gaining more power than is 
justified by the size of its vote. 

Ken Ritchie, chief executive of the Electoral Reform 
Society, said, “Last year the BNP won six seats in the 12 
wards it contested in spite of having received little more 
than a third of the votes in these seats. 

“If people vote the same way this year, the BNP will win 
a further six seats, and in the following election, we could 
see the BNP holding 100% of the seats in these wards with 
only a third of the vote.” 

Mr Ritchie added that in Burnley there is a strong case for 
the use of proportional representation and that the Single 
Transferable Vote model would be more reflective of voters’ 
preferences. 

“At present the votes of many people who oppose racism 
are wasted on losing candidates, but STV would allow those 
votes to be transferred to other candidates opposed to 
extremism. Using STV, the BNP would win only those seats 
which its electoral strength justifies”. 





the Attorney-General, who has decision-making power in 
conspiracy cases, has given the green light. 

Meanwhile the nazis continue their violence. Recently 
one active campaigner against the BNP found a man 
threatening him on the doorstep of his family home. 

While Nick Griffin, the BNP boss and would-be MEP 


Recent hate 


struts around in his suit, some of his closest associates —_ mail sent to 

have been named in connection with Redwatch. Auschwitz 
After the bombings by David Copeland, the authorities survivor Leon 

should have maintained vigilance against the far right. Greenman 

Perhaps the investigation will get a 

kick-start from the recent arrests of ate 

nazis in Germany for a bomb plot and -TH ERE 1s 

the convictions of others on similar fA Ss AL oF 

charges. The German nazis had links 

with their British counterparts and Son ‘2 

the British authorities played a 

major role in the German cases. W ‘TH ¥ OVR, 

British nazis are also linked to 

suppliers of arms and bomb making NW 8 ia} E ON 


material in Eastern Europe. 
The appointment of a new 

Commander of Special Branch in ( 

London, said to be one of the HA - HA 

most strategic thinkers in her Merry Christ 

field, may result in some rapid 

action: we certainly hope so. 


The report also found that most supporters of 
mainstream parties would rather see any of the other major 
parties win in preference to the BNP 

Eight out of nine of the respondents who voted for 
the BNP gave asylum and immigration as their reason 
for doing so. 


BNP opposes mosque plans 

Muslims in Lancashire have blamed the BNP for stirring 
opposition to their plans to create a new mosque in 
Clitheroe, which has resulted in vandals targeting a Muslim 
centre. Windows were smashed in the latest of a string of 
attacks on the centre, which led to the police being notified. 

The Medina Islamic Education Centre, a charity, has long 
campaigned to use part of its base as a mosque. Since the 
plans first emerged, tension has grown between different 
ethnic groups in the area. 

The BNP publicly opposed the mosque proposal and 
handed out leaflets claiming that the mosque would not be 
beneficial to Clitheroe. 

Sheraz Arshad, community project manager, said that 
bad publicity had caused racial problems in the area. 
“The BNP didn’t get many seats in the last election but they 
are quite active in Clitheroe. The leaflet campaign against 
the mosque told people that their house prices would fall 
and it would create traffic and pollution. 

“But they didn’t seem to realise that it wouldn’t be like 
your normal mosque, just an extension on the back of the 
centre for a small number of Muslims in the area. 

“| don’t understand why people target an education 
centre where young children come to learn — it’s 
dangerous.” 

The centre, together with Ribble Valley Against Racism, 
a local anti-racist group, have sought to combat the 
tension by distributing a leaflet entitled “The Mosque 
Threatens No-one!” 


i7/ 
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WHAT THEIR 
PAPERS SAY 


an 


NAHOWALIST 


AL BRITAIN BRINGS 
MO PEAR AND CONFUSION! 











INFUSION! 


ay: 


Pier ges TAN arpa Pes Mal 
BLAIR’S ‘COOL BRITANNIA’ - A LAND 
OF MOSQUES AND TEMPLES! 


(See Editorial) 


These days it seems “Old Jackboots” is 
far too busy, or perhaps uninterested, 
to truly bore the reader on the mind- 
numbing scales of yesteryear. Is it 
unfair of me to say that just lately the 
longest running hate magazine on 
the British far right is a little bit light 
on content? 

John MHutchins Tyndall has 
published Spearhead for 40 years and 
for the past year or so has been giving 
much thought to a “best of” 
compilation of Spearhead’s finest 
lyrical moments cum chart hits. 
It would seem this project has been 
somewhat up and running except for 
a slight snag: so deeply entrenched in 
boredom, racial hatred and 
conspiracy has Spearhead been for 
that entire time that Tyndall has to 
appeal in the November issue for 
more volunteers for this special 
project, as he mysteriously reports, 
“We did have one but he disappeared”. 
Heavens to Betsy! Did JT send him out 
east? Were there artistic differences? 

To return to my original theme 
about the nazi magazine being a little 
light on content (it’s been a while 
since we read about the Jews feeding 
off the rotten corpse of our race like 
maggots), Spearhead is keen to 
provide a bit of Neighbourhood 
Watch advice. A long-time reader 
from Wiltshire had a very old garage 
and employed three builders to dig 
out the foundations and lay a 
concrete base. Spearhead reports that 


By Matthew Collins 


they stole from her garden everything 
they could after she paid them in 
advance. Not only that, they left her 
garden “looking like a bomb site”. 
One would have thought that would 
be right up the alley for a long- 
time reader of Tyndall’s musings, so 
stuck are they in the good ole’ days. 
Whose bombs had been dropped 
there exactly? Worse still, and JT 
should know by now not to expect 
much from the fairer sex, she thinks 
they may have been Gypsies! Perhaps 
they too “disappeared”, JT. So please 
folks, let’s keep those eyes peeled for 
any further sightings of Gypsies and 
help JT and his supporters put them 
where they all belong. 

December’s issue has even more 
missing. It was tradition for the 
“Editor and Mrs Tyndall” to send 
and extend Yuletide greetings to their 
vast army of readers and include 
in typical JT fashion an apology that 
due to the large number of greetings 
cards received, they would not be 
responding personally. 

At least this issue does have a touch 
of conspiracy theory inside. Tyndall 
has named Russia's seven richest 
men, interesting stuff should any of 
his readers own a football club that 
might need a bit of a leg-up during 
the January transfer window. Tyndall 
added this information to a goodly 
bit of Jew-baiting in an article 
reproduced, but altered slightly, from 
an American text. Tyndall claims the 
change was necessary to comply with 
British law, but Tyndall also altered 
the information about Russia's richest 
men, which he took from The Sunday 
Times. According to Tyndall, six of the 
seven are Jews, something The 
Sunday Times does not mention. 
What Tyndall did for the benefit of his 
readers was after each name write 
“(Jewish)” except for Vladimir Putin 
who is listed as “(Russian)”. Perhaps 
we should do the same thing at the 
Searchlight office in future. I sit on the 
left of a “(Catholic)” in front of a 
“(Muslim)”. Four desks away there is a 
couple we could label “(Jews)”, while 


behind me an “(Anglican)” sits quietly 
and God-like. A couple more Jews and 
Protestants pop in from time to time. 
On my desk, next to the photocopier, 
I will have “(English)”. I think this 
should work a treat when applying for 
a passport or a pay rise in the near 
future. The big question is how did a 
mere Russian make it onto that 
magnificent list of seven? More 
research JT, please. 

There are of course concessions. 
“Bravo England” on page 3 gives JT a 
rare opportunity to applaud an 
English sporting side. “...there is 
something about the entire England 
rugby set-up which provides a model 
for Britain in every sphere of affairs.” 
Oh dear, don’t tell me JT got up early 
to watch a team that was, “Apart 
from one player with a West Indian 
father=tio7'g0) Avon{oi)i,.- spuleait 
“,..overwhelmingly white and Anglo- 
Saxon”. Well done, John and if we got 
rid of him and for good measure 
Cohen, we'd have a definite pure 
blood and Aryan Rugby League team. 
Oh the humanity of it. I won't even 
begin to mention the fact that the 
White Nationalist Party has ripped me 
off of six months of my subscription 
to White Nationalist World. Their 
humble and _ illiterate apologies 
included in my issue number 10 
humbly accepted. Rumours abound 
that Eddie has cashed in the stamps at 
his nearest liquor shop. 


: Mobilising in protest 
the immigrant invasion (see Page gis 
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News from the sewers 


Sexed up or mucked up: 
what’s wrong at Radio 4? 


WHILE THE BRITISH PUBLIC, BBC Television and the 
media generally were exercising themselves over Robert 
Kilroy-Silk’s offensive inanity, the row that had broken 
out a couple of weeks earlier during the Christmas and 
new year holidays disappeared from sight. 

Kilroy-Silk’s jottings were disgraceful and offensive to 
people in all communities, not just Arabs and Muslims, 
but what took place around a new year poll organised by 
Radio 4 was a much more sinister manipulation of the 
BBC's flagship radio news outlet. 

After the departure of the PM programme's former 
editor Rod Liddle, the man who almost single-handedly 
turned the programme into a house magazine for the 
British National Party, people thought that the days of 
the BBC giving a soft ride to a party of extremists and 
criminals would be over. They were sadly mistaken. 

The long Christmas break, like August, is often a time 
when strong news stories are sparse. So some bright 
spark suggested that the Today programme let listeners 
propose and vote on the issue of most concern to the 
public and find some publicity seeking jackass in the 
House of Commons to put forward the winning 
proposal as a Private Member's Motion. 

Step forward. the Labour MP for Ealing North, 
Stephen Pound, best known in the past for sponsoring a 
bill about gardens hedges. Giving a huge hostage to 
fortune, he agreed to propose whatever came out top of 
the radio poll. 

But in the dark recesses of what passes for politics 
among Britain’s extreme right, somebody spotted a 
perfect opportunity to pull off a coup of national 
proportions, 

Andrew Moffat is a stout defender of Tony Martin, a 
crazy and bitter old man who thinks it’s OK to set up an 
ambush to shoot a 16-year-old burglar in the back and 
seriously wound a second criminal youth. Martin, who 
was released from prison after his murder conviction in 
2000 was reduced to manslaughter, is totally 
unrepentant, which is no big surprise as he has a track 
record even among his own family as a man of weird 
behaviour and has certainly adopted extreme ways of 
settling scores throughout his life. 
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Martin’s supporters want a change in the law to 
increase the rights of home owners to protect 
themselves in the face of burglars. Their campaign 
found resonance among a public that feels the police 
cannot cope and indeed there is some justification for 
people in rural areas feeling defenceless. However the 
vast majority would not think shooting juvenile 
delinquents in the back the right answer. 

The issue topped the poll with the support of 37% of 
more than 20,000 people who took part. But was this a 
true reflection of the views of Radio 4 listeners? 

It appears that some pro-gun lobby groups organised 
multiple voting by phone and almost the entire far right 
mobilised its small but vociferous followers to do the 
same. But it was Moffat whose name was most closely 
associated with the campaign. 

In a angry email to Pound, Searchlight rebuked him 
for being so stupid to buy into such a deal completely 
blind and pointed out that not all publicity is necessarily 
good publicity. We explained that the man behind the 
winning motion might not be familiar to him or to the 
producers and researchers at the BBC who were 
responsible for this fiasco, but Searchlight certainly 
knew a lot about him. 

Moffat in 1976 was on his own admission an active 
member of the Young National Front. He tried to tell 
people later that when he joined the NF it was not 
antisemitic or racist. This was despite the fact that 
John Tyndall, its leader, had been jailed for helping to 
organise the National Socialist Movement’s illegal 
paramilitary force, Spearhead, and for a number of other 
offences involving firearms and violence. Moffat must 
have felt like God’s gift to the British public when he 
posed with a female member for an NF recruiting poster. 

By 1979 he had moved on to the Tory Party in 
Worthing. When the Ministry of Defence refused to 
allow him to go forward for officer training from his 
regiment the elite Coldstream Guards, a row broke out, 
in which the late George Young, a raving antisemite and 
friend of the far right as well as being the former deputy 
head of MI6, jumped to Moffat’s assistance. He was 
joined by Harvey Proctor, the one-time Tory MP for 
Basildon and leading light in Monday Club, who was 
thrown out of mainstream politics after exposés about 
his private life. 

But it was the support Moffat got from David Irving, 
the serial liar and Holocaust denying writer, that had the 
most lasting effect. After a while Moffat found 
employment with Irving as a sort of political secretary. 
Moffat reappeared at the last general election as a UK 
Independence Party candidate in Beaconsfield. 

A simple cuttings or internet search would have 
alerted Today's producers to the fact that they were 
being set up. 

Martin is certainly the darling of those who operate 
where the real extremists meet up with the outer edges of 
the Conservative Party. On 7 November last year he was 
the guest of honour at a dinner at Simpsons in the Strand 
laid on by the Traditional Britain Group at £40 a ticket. 

Those who watch goings on in these murky regions 
will at once notice that this group shares a box number 
with the Conservative Democratic Alliance, which as 
Searchlight has reported in the past is neither 
very conservative nor democratic but is certainly a 
happy political hunting ground for the likes of Moffat 
and his chums. 

Worse was to come for the BBC with the exposure in 
the Sunday press of the POW Trust set up in the wake of 
Martin’s case to support prisoners such as him. It turned 


out that two of the men running this outfit are convicted 
criminals. One received a five-year prison sentence for a 
£3 million deception. 

Last month a leading BBC radio presenter asked 
Searchlight whether it was true that we had background 
information about Moffat. We told him he would be able 
to read all about it in Searchlight. 


Tyndall’s shadow returns 
Richard Edmonds is probably one of the most unpleasant 
figures in the postwar history of Britain’s extreme right. 

A teacher at the Tulse Hill multiracial comprehensive 
school back in the National Front’s heyday in the 1970s, 
he was pushed out and spent more than ten years 
working for Cable and Wireless. He was outed from there 
after a Sunday Times journalist persuaded him to have 
lunch with her, ending an on-off search over ten years to 
locate his workplace. 

Always the faithful lap dog to his leader John Tyndall, 
he left the NF in 1979 and remained at his master’s side 
when Tyndall set up the British National Party. Using the 
compensation payment he received on losing his job, he 
fulfilled a lifetime ambition to open a bookshop that 
would pack its shelves with Jew-baiting material while at 
the same time providing the BNP’s head office. 

Despite his educational background and an 
appearance that deceives, he is a very violent man. 
He led the terrible attack at Welling Library in the late 
1980s, took part in an assault on a mixed race couple in 
East London and smashed up the Nelson Mandela 
statue. His rantings around Holocaust denial, including 
shaking with rage and frothing at the mouth like a mad 
dog, have been the hallmarks of his style. 

When this serial offender told two senior citizens 
during a by-election campaign that we needed more law 
and order and the BNP would deliver it, those who saw it 
on TV gasped with disbelief. 

He has spent recent years in Kaliningrad, in Russia’s 
Baltic enclave, working with the ethnic German 
population there, paid by some government outfit in 
Germany that provides teachers for these communities. 
He has also formed lasting friendships with former SS 








men and Florrie Rost van Tonningen, the widow of the 
leading Netherlands’ wartime traitor. 

During the internal political rows inside the BNP of the 
past three years it was thought that he would be expelled 
like Tyndall. Now that the BNP has restored Tyndall’s 
membership, it appears that Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
has carved out a special role for this nazi beast. 

At nearly all BNP activities in London in the run-up to 
next June’s elections, Edmonds sits on the top table 
alongside Chris Roberts, the BNP’s European 
parliamentary candidate, Julian Leppert, the party’s 
mayoral candidate, and one of the BNP’s two councillors 
in the southeast. However it is Edmonds who stands up 
as the keynote speaker in an effort to rally the troops. 

This is just another example of how Griffin allows 
nazism to flourish within his party. Then again, Edmonds 
shares a home with Griffin’s co-defendant at his race 
hate trial, Paul Ballard, in leafy Surrey. 


Chris Roberts 
addressing a 
BNP meeting. 
With him are 
Richard 
Edmonds 
(left) and 
Julian Leppert 





Do you want to make a difference against the fascists 
in this June’s local and European elections? 


Then you need the weapons to fight them. 





The day is intended for activists from the trade unions, all faiths, democratic political parties 
and community-based organisations. You will learn from Searchlight’s extensive experience: 


® How the elections will work 
Tow to deal with local media 


Searchlight Information Services is holding a free one-day election campaign training 
school for London and Home Counties activists on 

Sunday 8 February 2004 10am-4pm (registration from 9.30am) 
at an accessible venue in London. 


Two keynote speeches and a series of practical workshops will teach you how to deal 
with racist extremists at community level, which is where the fight will be won. 


# To produce your own effective bulletins and leaflets 
J Just how criminal and nazi the racists are 





life of Japheth Crawford, =< to those who love 





and admired him and his. — racist enemies alike 


as Jeff. 
Jeff was one of that band of ——— men and 


women from the West Indies who arrived in Britain 





in the 1950s to make a new life for themselves and 
their families. Some already knew the country as 
they had served in the British armed forces, mainly 
the RAF, in the Second World War. 

Jeff came from Ellerton, Barbados. Although his 
father was a humble pan-boiler in a sugar factory, 
Jeff was educated at one of the best schools on the 
island. He sailed with his family to Britain in 1955. 

Maurice Ludmer, Searchlight’s editor until his 
death in 1981, and I first met Jeff around 1958 in 
the wake of the fascist/racial riots in Notting Dale 
in west London, Nottingham, Dudley and other 
towns. The fascists were on the rampage and Jeff 
was among those fighting back. 

Jeff found work with British Rail at Euston Station 
and settled in Muswell Hill. He became a member of 
the West Indian Standing Committee. He soon 
found out that being a trade union member was no 
protection from the racist managers and the gangs 
of hardline nazis who roamed around the area 
where he worked. 

He was soon organising picket lines to protest at 
the colour bar at London Transport under which 
black workers could not be promoted. Eventually 
Jeff took both the employers and the National 
Union of Railwaymen to court and won a brilliant 
victory. Twice during this period shots were fired at 
him near his workplace. He recorded the case in a 
booklet, The Un-Square Deal. 

He went on to set up patrols to stop police 
harassment of black people’s social activities in 
north London. In 1969 he was prominent in a 
campaign against Haringey council’s plans to bus 
black children around schools outside their 
neighbourhoods. 

In 1970 he was in the front line against apartheid 
protesting against visits to England by South 
Africa’s cricket and rugby teams. He also led 
protests over a discriminatory policy of sending 


disproportionate numbers of black children to 


schools for children with emotional and learning 
difficulties. He eventually won against Sir Keith 
Joseph, Thatcher’ s Education Minister, 











s toughest assignments, the in vestigation | 
the West Midlands Serious Crime Squad. His almost 
single-handed work over two years resulted in a 
positive conclusion that nobody ever expected 
would be achieved. 

He was in the front line over the Joy Gardner and 
more recently the Roger Sylvester cases. His 
intervention between the police and the black 
community at the time of the Broadwater Farm riots 
in Tottenham, north London, in 1985 was brave and 
inspired by his vision that his community could 
resolve their sometimes very serious differences 
with the police by non-violent means. 

As he grew older and over the past ten years 
suffered from cancer, he continued to oversee the 
boxing club he had set up for youngsters to help 
keep them out of trouble. Five years ago he took up 
the invitation from the then Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner John Grieve to join the Metropolitan 
Police Independent Advisory Group on race hate 
crime, which is where | linked up with Jeff again. 

Looking around the church at the people who had 
come to show respect to the 71-year-old fighter 
who died on Christmas Day, | saw many people who 
had led the struggle as far back as the 1950s, such 
as Gus John, Asquith Gibbes and several white 
activists who fought alongside their black bothers 
and sisters in those far-off days. 






















































In =e he became a member of the Home — 

















Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

& Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

®& Special rates on training and educational materials. 

& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 





Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 


Union 








national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 








national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 












































Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG @ Tel 020 7681 8660 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 


Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP. In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 
racist groups defending towns and cities against 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP now has 17 councillors. There is a 
huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 

And it is essential that the campaign is waged 

all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 


1 Fax 020 7681 8650 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


Name 





Union 





Address 





Postcode 














I enclose my donation of £ 
(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 











Please debit my account with the sum of £ 
immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 





Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Sort code 


Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 


Your account no 





Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 





&4Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 


and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.39 Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 
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Why this Bill stinks 


By David Renton 
Te: government has begun the process of introducing a 





new anti-asylum law. The Asylum and Immigration 

(Treatment of Claimants, etc) Bill was due to receive its 
Third Reading around 27 January. Many people, | suspect, 
will distrust the government’s motives. Few however have 
realised quite how aggressive and destructive the new 
legislation is going to be. 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to keep up with 
government attacks on asylum. In the 1940s and 1950s, 
immigration laws were passed at the rate of one every ten 
years. Under the Conservatives, laws seemed to be 
introduced at four-year intervals — one shortly before each 
election. Under New Labour, new legislative attacks on 
immigrants are taking place each year. 

The Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 has 
already taken away the right of refugees to claim benefits. 
A survey by the Greater London Authority estimated that 
there are now 15,000 refugees living destitute in Britain, 
with no support from the government or local councils, many 
sleeping rough or dependent on friends or private charity. 
Large numbers are women and children. For five years, of 
course, asylum seekers have been banned from working. 
Large numbers are already living in a kind of poverty that has 
not been known in Britain for a hundred years or more. 

It is true that the 2004 bill will give the government the 
power to remove the children of asylum seekers and this 
clause has received the most press coverage. But it is by no 
means the worst aspect of the law. 

The most insidious part is Clause 10 of the draft bill. This 
will establish a Home Office Tribunal to judge all requests for 
asylum. There will be no right to appeal externally. In the 
words of the bill itself, “No court shall have any supervisory 
or other jurisdiction (whether statutory or inherent) in 
relation to the Tribunal. No court may entertain proceedings 
for questioning (whether by way of appeal or otherwise) — 
any determination, decision or other action of the Tribunal.’” 

What does that mean? Currently on arriving in Britain 
refugees are obliged to make themselves known at their 
port of entry to an immigration officer. If they do not do so 
immediately on arrival, they can be subject to deportation 
or loss of benefits. 

Once they have claimed asylum status, refugees are 
placed in detention, often in prison. They are then 
dispersed around the country. Eventually the Home Office 
makes a decision on whether they have a right to remain. 
At present, the Home Office accepts that about one in ten 
people should be allowed to remain. On appeal however the 
chance of gaining leave to remain goes up to one in two. 

Quite simply, the Home Office wants to take away that 
right to appeal. When the Tribunal is established, refugees 
will have no right to appeal to any other court. 

Why might people deserve a right to appeal? The bill 
specifies five grounds on which no appeals will be allowed 
or accepted: (1) no appeal will be allowed if the Tribunal 
decision was wrong on a matter of fact, (2) no appeal will 
be allowed if the Tribunal decision was inconsistent with its 
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decisions in other identical cases, (3) no appeal will be 
allowed if the Tribunal was wrong in law, (4) no appeal will 
be allowed if the Tribunal effected a “breach of natural 
justice”, and (5) no appeal will be allowed if the initial 
decision was unsound or wrong on any other grounds. 

So if a refugee is denied the right to remain because 
some overworked official was tired and accidentally 
confused their application with another person’s (this has 
happened), then sorry, this was an error of fact, the refugee 
will not be allowed in, nor have any chance of appeal. 

If the Tribunal makes an error of law, sorry, no appeal. 

If the person has a really outstanding case for 
acceptance, because they had been tortured many times in 
their home country, because they had performed some 
service for the British government, because they had 
settled in Britain, perhaps working in a hospital without 
realising they were supposed to stay at home, settling, 
having kids in the community, they would not be able to say 
“lam a good citizen, there is a moral case for allowing me 
to remain”. They would still be deported. 

Some people may have the idea that the state naturally 
supports poor people, so surely the Home Office (or this new 
Tribunal) gets it rignt most of the time. In which case, why 
worry if asylum seekers are deprived of any protection in law? 

But if one looks at the grounds upon which the Home Office 
has rested its decisions, one sees it has made the most 
arbitrary choices. In the past few years, refugees have been 
denied the right to remain because they travelled on false 
passports (so they must be criminals), because they arrived 
on genuine passports (in which case they couldn't really be 
persecuted), on the grounds of nationality (just about any 
tinpot dictator we have armed is a democratic ruler, until he 
turns on us). Refugees who have suffered prolonged periods 
of torture have been told that they should have stayed in their 
own country and appeal to their torturers for clemency. 

Refugees are being told that in the most important 
matters that concern them, their right (or not) to stay, they 
will have no chance at all to appeal to any court. For the 
first time since Magna Carta, a large category of people are 
being told that a court can arrest, jail or deport them and 
nobody will be able to stop this happening. 

One last thought. Every piece of anti-refugee legislation 
has had the effect of making the state stronger and 
people’s rights weaker. The fact for example that refugees 
have been denied access to benefits has also made it 
easier for the government to take benefits away from white 
working-class people. This, of course, is why the British 
National Party is so happy to be anti-asylum, because it 
would like to see a future where the state was everything 
and ordinary people had no rights at all. 

Are you absolutely confident that if the government takes 
on these new powers, they will not be used against the rest 
of us, too? 
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Review by Kate Taylor 


AS THE 20TH CENTURY drew to a close, social 
commentators such as Francis Fukuyama were 
maintaining that we had reached the “end of history” 
and that henceforth liberalism would remain forever 
victorious. Consequently we had stepped into a “post 
fascist” era characterised by freedom and rationality. 
But as the new century progresses, it would appear that 
history, far from remaining static, is developing the 
capacity to repeat its past horrors. The new wave of far- 
right insurgency across much of Europe is at its most 
disturbing level of the postwar period. 

Western Democracies and the New Extreme Right 
Challenge, edited by Roger Eatwell and Cas Mudde, 
begins at this point. Democracy, they contend, may 
have become “a near universal shibboleth” but far from 
being accepted without question, now more than ever 
its exact commutations are increasingly challenged and 
debated. With no major communist challenge to define 
itself against, Western democracy has turned the 
spotlight inward on itself. One of the most pressing 
issues is how democracies are responding to new forms 
of extremism. Most pertinently, in the case of this book, 
is the question of how to tackle the new threat from far- 
right hate, the face of which has transformed to adapt to 
and gain success within the dominant political system. 

This edited collection contains comparative studies 
from across the Western world that focus on certain 
questions. How do extreme-right parties deal with the 
inherent tensions of functioning in a liberal democracy? 
What role do the various democratic actors play in 
response? And what are the effects of various anti- 
extremist measures currently in use? Should democratic 
societies shun extreme-right parties or treat them as 
“normal” political parties? Is the solution to the extreme- 
right challenge to be found in new 
laws banning “hate speech” or 
individual parties? 

These are complex questions with 
no simple answers. The book is in 
two parts. Part I probes the nature of 
the far right in the contemporary 
Western world. Stressed is the 
chameleon nature of the movement, 
alongside the threat that all versions 
of extremism nonetheless pose to 
liberal democracy. Part II looks at 
responses to that threat. 

Part I begins with a comparative 
study by Alexandre Deze on how the 
Austrian Freedom Party, the Flemish 
Bloc, the Italian National Alliance 
and the French National Front have 
adapted their discourses in order to 
achieve electoral success. The next 
two chapters turn the spotlight on 





the USA and Britain. Mark Potok, of the Southern 
Poverty Law Centre’s Intelligence Report, an expert 
source of intelligence on US extremism, looks at the role 
of potentially violent groups that have sprung up to fill 
the role occupied by the militias of the 1990s. 

In contrast to this, Roger Eatwell shows the opposite 
direction in which much of the far right in Europe has 
moved in a chapter on the British National Party. This 
analysis focuses on the party’s attempts at modernisation 
and the resulting electoral support that it has gained. 

Part II then looks at various responses from different 
countries. Giovanni Capoccia examines the lessons to 
be drawn from the inter-war era in Europe. He focuses 
especially on Belgium, Czechoslovakia and Finland, all 
of which survived strong extremist challenges. 

A chapter by Ami Pedahzur interestingly compares the 
US's First Amendment protection of free speech with the 
concept of Wehrhafte Demokratie (defensive democracy) 
in Germany and a similarly protective approach in Israel. 

Anders Widfeldt focuses on Sweden where despite 
marginal electoral success far-right violence continues 
to be a serious problem. He looks at government 
responses to right-wing extremists including both 
accommodating and marginalising them. 

Finally George Michael looks at the US scenario where 
the First Amendment is a major tool in stamping out 
extremism and hatred. Anti-racist organisations such as 
the Anti-Defamation League and the Southern Poverty 
Law Centre have played an important role in 
challenging the far right both by providing intelligence 
and by filing lawsuits against extremists. 

The editors indicate that there are “unquestionable 
dangers in adopting a pure First Amendment approach, 
or by completely holding that the main extremist parties 
have been tamed and have accommodated to the 
democratic system’. Eatwell and Mudde do not take a 
naive view with regard to the newer faces of extremism. 
They note that even the most apparently moderate 
“populist” groups pose significant problems and offer 
simplistic solutions. And significantly they see that many 
of these groups, though at first appearing innocuous, 
mask a hidden side which raises questions about their 
commitment to democracy. 

At the same time, Western Democracies and the New 
Extreme Right Challenge indicates that the answer is not 
necessarily to be found in banning extremist groups. 
The problem with this approach is that increased 
marginalisation may result in greater violence from the 
far right. But also, they contend, 
outlawing certain views may risk a 
failure to allow legitimate questions 
and criticism to be _ raised, 
particularly regarding the economic 
and social effects of immigration. 

For anti-fascists interested in the 
contemporary problems raised in 
relation to the changing face of the 
far right Western Democracies and 
the New Extreme Right Challenge 
makes invaluable reading. By con- 
necting the rise of extremism with 
the rest of the political system and 
assessing the latter’s role in both 
accommodating and defeating it, 
Eatwell and Mudde have provided a 
collection of essays that is timely 
and fills a gap within the existing 
literature on the extreme right 
within Western democracies. 


Searchlight February 2004 17 





The European Parliament is one of the in: 
most. But ironically gaining seats in Bruss 
They are desperate for success in June’s E 
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n 1999, the UKIP established itself as England’s 
fourth political party in the European elections, 
gaining three MEPs. Since that time the party has 
been fraught by internal problems and a fall in its 
fortunes. But it remains an obstacle for any party 
competing for the anti-European protest vote. In the 
run-up to June, the UKIP is pouring time, money and 
resources into its campaign to raise its profile. It is 
clearly a worry for the BNP, which has gone to some 
lengths to highlight weaknesses within the UKIP. 

A BNP leaflet promoting itself as the primary force 
opposing the EU was distributed outside the UKIP’s 
national executive committee's conference last October, 
in an attempt to win support from Eurosceptics. 
For this target audience the BNP was claiming that, 
“The primary goal of all patriots is to save Britain... 
all patriots oppose the EU”. 

It continued in its bid to poach UKIP supporters, 
“UKIP members with three MEPs can be proud that 
UKIP is the leading force against the EU here in Britain. 
Unhappily this situation will not last ... Once again UKIP 
is ripping itself apart.” 

The leaflet went on to make various allegations about 
problems within the UKIP, both financial and personal. 
Its intention appeared to be to smear the UKIP as much 
as possible in order to persuade voters that the BNP is 
the most effective opposition to the EU. 

The BNP claims that there is “deep unease” within the 
UKIP about its chances of success in the forthcoming 
European elections. The results of the elections, the BNP 
predicts, will see the UKIP all but “wiped out”. 

“There is every prospect that UKIP will lose all its 
representation in Strasbourg. Since 1999 when three 
seats were won by UKIP votes have been poor. Moreover 
the British National Party, which also favours with- 
drawal from Europe, and which faired poorly in that 
contest, has sprung to life.” 

But the reality is that the BNP is very worried about 
the UKIP continuing to attract the main protest vote in 
the European elections. Indeed, last May the BNP 
approached UKIP officials in order to broker a deal that 
would have allowed both parties to contest their 








“At the European Elections on June 10th the BNP will 
be standing alone in calling on the electorate to defend 
the independence and integrity of Great Britain. The UK 
Independence Party, which claims it stands for British 
independence, doesn’t even have the courage to call for 
a halt to further immigration into Britain. 

“They are free traders and believe that nothing must 
be done to stop the flood of foreign imports and cheap 
labour into Britain, even though it’s costing British jobs.” 

The constant denigration of the UKIP can be better 
understood with reference to the BNP’s own admission in 
its magazine Identity: “their splitting of the patriotic, anti- 
EU vote is likely to cost us several seats at least!” 
This is in direct contrast to the claims made in BNP 
leaflets that the UKIP’s refusal to reach an agreement with 
the BNP would only harm the UKIP and not the BNP. 

: = a z A recent issue of Identity goes even further, admittin 

stitutions the British National Party hates that “A bad result for oe a good one for us a 
is is the BNP fascists’ most coveted prize. help kill off a dangerous rival for this countries limited 
ropean elections. They hope that they will patriotic activist base”. It adds that getting one or even 


: = : several MEP’s elected would be a huge leap forward in 
nited Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP), terms of party income, media profile, political 


d respectability. But BNP success depends credibility and easier access to the European Court of 
all out to discredit the main opponents of Human Rights. 

sm. By Kate Taylor Martin Wingfield, when discussing the BNP’s chances 
in the North West, also points to the role of the UKIP in 
deciding BNP success. He writes that if the BNP had a 
strongest areas without opposition from one another to “level playing field” with the media, he would expect the 
avoid splitting the vote. The UKIP rejected this proposal UKIP vote in the North West to collapse and be split 
out of hand. For the BNP the dismissal of this proposal _ between the Tories and the BNP. But Wingfield concedes 
“defies belief”. It believes that the UKIP needs the BNP _ that will not happen and adds that any media portrayal 
on side to make any progress. Now, the BNP contends, _ of the UKIP as being a serious contender will be “bound 
because the UKIP has rejected its offer, “UKIP appears _ to affect our vote”. 

doomed to lose all of its MEPs. The BNP on the other An extra dimension in determining BNP success will 
hand seems likely to win two or three MEPs regardless of _ be the role of the Tory Party. The leadership of Michael 
UKIP’s votes.” Howard may cause some disaffected Labour voters to 

While there remain internal problems within the switch back to the Tories. Consequently the newly 
UKIP the party is still likely to cause some nuisance for reformed Tory Party may have a small impact on the 
the BNP. Most people wanting to air a protest vote will BNP vote. But the Conservative revival will certainly not 
be unaware of schisms and splits within the UKIP be monumental in the areas of the country where the 
And in the run-up to June the UKIP will be doing its BNP threat is the greatest. 
utmost to raise public awareness of what it represents. One thing is clear for the BNP. While the local elections 

Last month, the media publicist Max Clifford was are of paramount importance to it, the European 
hired to help the UKIP’s European election drive. elections offer the biggest prizes. Low voter turnout 
Clifford, whose name is as well known as the clients he usually defines elections to the European Parliament 
represents, will help to revive the UKIP’s flagging and this can only help the BNP. This may be lessened 
fortunes. He joins a team that has been bolstered by the _ slightly by the fact that the European elections and the 
recent arrival of Dick Morris, one-time personal adviser local elections are to be held on the same day. But the 
to former US president Bill Clinton. This is anindication apathy surrounding the European elections and the 
that there is some money in the pot and that the UKIP_ rewards that they offer may still ensure that these 
intends to mount a strong election campaign. elections are the most fruitful for the far right. 

Similarly, the BNP, despite loathing the workings of Once again, the BNP is jumping upon any bandwagon 
the European Parliament, is desperate to join it. it can to dissociate itself from the violence and street 
Certainly, by the BNP’s own admission, “the European _ thugs that once characterised the party. By trying to link 
contest is the big media event” with “big prizes to be _ itself to serious politics, the BNP is having to use smear 
won’. Winning a seat “would transform the party's tactics to dismiss obstacles in its way, in this case, other 
financial position and media credibility. And it would _ political parties who share its platform on Europe. 





mean that we would play a major role in a significant Euroscepticism, being a position that is not 
pan-European anti-EU bloc - patriots from all over necessarily tied to far-right hate, offers the BNP a veneer 
Europe fighting the federalist beast at its very heart.” of respectability. By making this its defining feature, the 


But this dream is “far from guaranteed”, if there is BNP can continue to reinvent itself in the eyes of 
strong opposition from the UKIP The European the public. “For the next 11 months we must work non- 
elections are the UKIP’s favoured battleground, and the stop to make sure that we are seen as the only true and 
Eurosceptic party does not share the stigma attached to creditable anti-EU political party. If we can achieve this, 
the BNP. For the BNP, promoting an anti-EU policy gives and keep our name in the public domain as the party 
the party a mask of respectability and this has made it that can deal with the issues of crime and asylum, we 
one of the BNP’s main electoral platforms. “Only the might just be able to supply that desperately needed 
British National Party will keep our independence”, earthquake to bring down our decaying political 
another BNP leaflet declares. establishment.” 
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Deta from the painting in Sandomierg. 


Sarabjit Singh reports on his recent visit to Poland 


Sandomierz, Poland, that for centuries has fuelled 
hatred. It depicts the myth of a local ritual murder of 
a Christian baby by Jews at the turn of the 18th century. 

The painting has been preserved and closely guarded 
despite its intrinsic falsehood and offence. The ritual 
murder lie has been the justification for pogroms and 
massacres of Jews over the centuries. I discovered when 
I visited the church that notwithstanding its murderous 
message this painting is a public showpiece. 

Not far from the church, the synagogue has antisemitic 
graffiti daubed on its walls proclaiming “Jews Out”. 

Despite the annihilation of most of Poland’s Jews 
during the Nazi occupation, antisemitism remains 
prevalent throughout the country. This is illustrated 
by the antisemitic books and newspapers that openly 
line market stalls. Even outside Warsaw University 
such material is freely displayed, with titles such as 
The Satanic Jew on sale. 

In Warsaw the only synagogue to survive the war is 
patrolled by the police to guard against antisemitic 
attacks. Just a stone’s throw away is a church that has an 
honourable history of saving Jewish lives during the war 
by smuggling them out of Warsaw. Yet even here, today, 
the same church’s bookshop sells antisemitic material 
including The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 

I remember in 1997 attending the “International March 
of the Living”, which brought together thousands of 
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Jewish teenagers and Holocaust survivors from around 
the world. We marched three kilometres from Auschwitz 
to Birkenau, for Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

We retraced the steps of the “March of Death’, the 
actual route countless numbers of Jews were forced to 
take on their way to the gas chambers at Birkenau. 
I stood alongside Holocaust survivors and it pained me 
to see antisemitic graffiti such as “gas six million more”. 
It made me realise that antisemitism did not die at 
Auschwitz. That was my first visit to Poland and I was 
disturbed to witness the open display of antisemitism. 
In Krakow I saw posters of Hitler giving a Nazi salute and 
the commonplace antisemitic graffiti depicting the Star 
of David hanging from a gallows. These haunting images 
saddened me. 

On that occasion I was confronted by half a dozen nazi 
skinheads at the railway station in Krakow who gave me 
Nazi salutes. My orthodox Sikh appearance of beard and 
turban, and the fact that I was at that time the only 
visible ethnic minority person in the town, attracted this 
racism. Even some locals took a dislike to me. I was spat 
at and had a beer bottle thrown at me. 

This kind of behaviour may well explain why there are 
so few visible ethnic minorities in Poland in general. 
Those I did meet had experienced racial violence. 

When the nazis are not desecrating Jewish cemeteries 
and synagogues in Poland they look for other minorities to 
target. Less than 2% of the Polish population is from 
ethnic minorities. The nazis also attack Polish youths who 
adopt the dress style of punk or black music culture and 
there have been some vicious attacks on these individuals. 


Even the homeless are not spared. A few years ago 
the homeless population of a local park vanished 
almost overnight. The police became concerned and it 
emerged that local nazi skinheads had murdered a 
homeless person. 

The antique market in Warsaw displays Nazi 
memorabilia such as SS hats, stickers, badges and medals 
alongside the wartime Star of David armbands that Jews 
were forced to wear and Jewish religious artefacts. 

The Polish authorities seem uninterested in dealing 
with the problem. The police have no method of 
recording racist crimes, thus allowing antisemitism and 
racism to become acceptable and enshrined in daily life. 

There are many examples of how antisemitism has 
penetrated Polish society. For example an antisemitic 
radio station known as Radio Maryja, FM89, 10MHz, is 
run by a Catholic priest. I saw a billboard outside a 
church on the outskirts of Warsaw, with the church’s 
logo, promoting the radio station. 

The main purpose of my visit to Poland was to attend 
an anti-fascism conference in Poland organised by 
United under the title, “Never Again! European 


asylum seekers, minorities in Europe such as the Roma, 
the danger of the extreme right in Europe, combating 
cyber hate crimes and learning from the Holocaust. 

After the conference delegates visited Auschwitz and 
then the Lomdei Mishnayot synagogue in Oswiecim, the 
only synagogue in the vicinity of the extermination 
camp that still remains. 

Before the Holocaust there had been a Jewish 
community in Poland for several hundred years. 
Now the synagogue is home to the Auschwitz Jewish 
Centre Foundation. It was important to visit such a 
place as it was a symbol of hope after visiting the world’s 
largest Jewish cemetery. 

Searchlight works actively with the Never Again 
association in Poland which has played a magnificent 
role in exposing nazi activities in Poland. 


Useful websites 
UNITED www. unitedagainstracism.org 
Never again association http://free.ngo.pl/nw 


To send letters of complaint to the Sandomierz church 
about its offensive painting please fax: +48156445698 
Postal Address: Rzymskokatolicka Parafia Katedralna, ul. 
Katedraina 1, 27-600 Sandomierz, Poland. 


Conference Against Racism and Fascism”. United is the 
biggest European anti-racist network, consisting of more 
than 560 organisations and Searchlight was pleased to 
send speakers to this event. Some of the key themes of 
the conference included the Fortress Europe approach to 
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THE NETHERLANDS 
Report highlights rise in antisemitism 


REPORTED INCIDENTS OF antisemitism in The 
Netherlands more than doubled in 2002, according to a 
report published last month by the Anne Frank 
Foundation and the University of Leiden. The report 
shows that anti-Jewish activity, including arsons, assaults 
and graffiti, rose despite an overall drop in other racist 
and right-wing extremist violence. It is believed that the 
growth in antisemitism might be linked to the surge in 
support for the right-wing, anti-immigrant populist List 
Pim Fortuyn. The latest report echoes another last year 
by the antisemitism monitoring group CIDI, which 
linked mounting antisemitism to the situation in the 
Middle East. The Netherlands has a Jewish community of 
about 40,000 people, compared with 140,000 Jews who 
lived in the country before the Nazi Holocaust. 


CROATIA 
Incitement to murder 


THE CROATIAN STATE prosecutor in Zagreb has launched a 
major investigation into the owners of a right-wing extremist 
website that has reportedly encouraged the assassination 
of a former government minister. The Croatian news agency 
Hina reports that visitors to the site are asked whether they 
would murder Sime Lucin, Croatia’s former Interior Minister, 
for money. The website’s server is based in Bremen. 


SERBIA 
Election win for Hitler fan 


NATIONALIST EXTREMISTS led by a suspected war 
criminal won a clear victory in a general election in 
Serbia on 28 December. The Serbian Radical Party (SRS), 
led by Vojislav Seselj, who is awaiting trial in the Hague 
on war crimes charges, took 27% of the vote, gaining 82 
seats in the 250-seat parliament. 

Seselj, a right-wing nationalist who was jailed under 
the Communists in the mid-1980s, led a paramilitary 
group that committed atrocities in Croatia and Bosnia 
in the early 1990s. He is alleged to have urged his 
supporters to murder Croats by “gouging their eyes 
out”. He is also an admirer of Adolf Hitler and was in the 
past dismissed as a political clown for brandishing a 
pistol in the Serbian parliament. Whether he will be 
able to form a government by attracting the support of 
one of the other right-wing parties remains to be seen. 


HUNGARY 
Nazi flags at Budapest rally 


THE JEWISH community in Hungary has protested fiercely at 
a ultra-rightist rally attended by several thousand people in 
Budapest on 11 January, at which an Israeli flag was 
publicly burned. The rally was held to demand a ban on 
a local radio station on which the drunken anchorman of a 
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discussion programme made anti-Christian remarks shortly 
before. Right-wing publicists then speculated about what 
would happen if similar remarks were made about Jews. 

Hungarian Nazi flags were displayed and demonstrators 
wore yellow crosses on their coats in imitation of the yellow 
stars that the Nazis forced the Jews to wear, as if to suggest 
that Hungarian Christians were being persecuted. The main 
speaker was Istvan Lovas, an extremist who once applied 
for political asylum in Israel. He attracted the biggest cheers 
when he claimed that “the Israeli army murders Palestinian 
babies”. He also demanded “zero tolerance” in Hungary 
for what he called “a minority that hates the Hungarian 
nation and Christians”. Afterwards, the Budapest police 
announced the opening of an investigation into the people 
who burned the Israeli flag. 


ITALY 
Former Nazis to face trial 


THE DISCOVERY OF hidden files nearly a decade ago 
has led finally to three former German SS officers being 
tried for their involvement in the massacre of 560 
Italians in a Tuscan village in August 1944. 

The files had been stashed in a sealed cabinet facing 
the wall in the basement of the Military Tribunal building 
in Rome. It was found in 1994 by a journalist who 
discovered more than 600 files inside. They included 
reports and witness statements collected by British and 
US troops as they advanced through Italy in 1944 finding 
piles of dead bodies in dozens of villages. It became 
known as the “cupboard of shame”. 

A long investigation process meant that it has taken 
nearly ten years for the first cases to come to court. 

The three suspects all live in Germany and it is unclear 
whether they can be extradited. Current investigations 
in Germany may make this impossible. 

Investigators said that Gerhard Sommer, 83, Alfred 
Schonenberg, 83, and Ludwig Sonntag, 80, all face 
charges of massacring the civilians at Sant’Anna di 
Stazzema on 12 August 1944. The trial is set to open in La 
Spezia, northern Italy, on 20 April. 

As British troops liberated Florence some 300 SS troops 
surrounded Sant’Anna di Stazzema, in northern Tuscany, 
which was crowded with refugees. They claimed to be 
hunting for partisans but instead rounded up all the 
villagers — 80% of whom were women, children and 
elderly people — and began shooting them. 

The trial is a landmark in Italy as there have been few 
investigations into the estimated 400 attacks in which 
Nazi troops and Italian fascists killed 15,000 civilians. 

The Sant’Anna id Stazzema massacre is one of the 
biggest single massacres recorded in northern Italy as 
Germans retreated along the so-called Gothic line. Some 
800 people are also thought to have been killed at 
Marzabotto, in the province of Bologna. 

A parliamentary commission was formed last year to 
investigate how the Italian government hid fhe 
massacre files for a half century. 


Nazi thugs stop 
minority congress 


By Anna Stai and Kostas Koutelos for 
Anti-Nazi Initiative in Athens 


GREEK NAZIS HAVE wrecked an attempt by the 
Macedonian ethnic minority party, Rainbow, to stage a 
policy-making congress in preparation for the forthcoming 
national and European elections. 

The congress was to take place on 30 November 2003 
in the northern Greek town of Edessa but ran into problems 
when the owner of the Xenia Hotel, which the party had 
hoped to use, refused to hire it a meeting room. 

Forced to change the venue, Rainbow was shocked to 
find the new location printed in a newspaper, Eleftheros 
Kosmos (Free World), issued by the nazis of Golden Dawn. 
This signalled the start of a fascist campaign that resulted 
in “unknown” perpetrators damaging a car belonging to the 
owner of the venue, vandalising the conference room and 
making death threats to the owner and his family. Following 
this intimidation, the event was called off. 

Rainbow officials then asked various local authorities, 
including the mayor of Edessa, Giannis Siontras, to help 
them organise the congress at a public venue often used for 
such party events. Siontras offered Rainbow use of a hall 
managed by the “Alexander the Great” association but 
insisted the date be changed to 7 December. 

The change of date, it turned out, was necessary because 
another event had been hastily scheduled at the hall on 30 
November. This was a gathering of the far-right Hellenic 
Front, which supports the French fascist leader Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, and other right-wing extremist groups including 
the ethno-racist newspaper Stohos (Target). The meeting 
was a counter-event intended to impede the original 
Rainbow congress. : 

After their meeting on 30 November, nazis from Golden 
Dawn, together with far rightists from other groups, held a 
rally in the streets of Edessa, spreading their hate and 
threatening to prevent the rescheduled Rainbow congress 
from taking place on 7 December. 

In the few days before 7 December, board members of 
the Alexander the Great association received unsolicited 
“pusiness visits” at work from individuals who could best 
be described as “extra-governmental” and “state security” 
personnel. Meanwhile, in the streets of Edessa, nazis were 
distributing inflammatory leaflets without the slightest 
interference. 

After these renewed attempts to scare Rainbow, Nelly 
Maes, deputy chair of the European Free Alliance Green 
European Parliamentary Group, of which Rainbow has been 
a full member since 2000, wrote to Kostas Simitis, the 
Greek Prime Minister, on 1 December. The letter asked 
the government to take appropriate measures to ensure 
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that the Rainbow Congress could take place without 
incident, including protecting the safety of its participants, 
because representatives of the European Parliamentary 
Group had been invited to take part. 

But the hostile atmosphere prompted Vasileios Papas, 
president of the Alexander the Great association and 
manager of the conference hall, to deny Rainbow’s request 
to hire the venue and even refuse a meeting with the 
congress organisers. Although the mayor had another 
meeting with Rainbow’s organising committee, he refused 
to provide another venue for the congress. 

On 3 December Maes faxed another letter to the Prime 
Minister asking the government to intervene. The plea fell 
on deaf ears. 

The next day the board of the Alexander the Great 
association tersely informed Rainbow formally by email that 
the conference was cancelled. This enabled the Golden 
Dawn nazis and other far-right groups to re-enter Edessa on 
7 December to hold a victory parade. 

The fact that a systematic nazi terror campaign could 
prevent a conference by a legally recognised political party 
is a serious blow to democratic rights in Greece. That it 
could happen without the government lifting a finger to halt 
such criminal intimidation makes it even worse. 

Rainbow, founded in 1994, has taken part in numerous 
elections and is a democratic and internationalist party that 
stands against secession by, and even territorial autonomy 
for, the Macedonian minority in Greece. The party wants 
minorities to be accepted as full members of all Balkan 
states and not to be manipulated by outside states to 
create inter-state antagonisms in the region. 

Because Rainbow’s multicultural and multiethnic policies 
— and those of Turkish minority groups — have been 
distorted and even hidden from Greek people, it has been 
easy for Greek nationalists to try to preserve their cherished 
myths of national homogeneity in Greece and to rave about 
“threats of territorial mutilation of the country due to 
Western conspiracies”. Alarmingly, the Greek authorities 
underpin this rubbish by turning a blind eye to nazi 
violations of democratic rights. 
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Hellenic Front 
extremists 
protest in 
Edessa against 
the Rainbow 
congress. 

The banner 
proclaims that 
Macedonians 
can only be 
Greek, denying 
the ethnic 
identity of 
Greece’s 
Macedonian 
minority 
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Right triumphs 





in Russian poll 


By Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


THE OUTCOME OF RUSSIA'S parliamentary elections 
on 7 December has caused shock among Russian liberal 
democrats. Groups ranging from Grigori Yavlinsky’s 
Yabloko to the liberal Union of Right Forces (SPS) lost 
influence and some of their MPs. The results served yet 
again to demonstrate the crisis of Russia’s democratic 
forces as well as the social strength and state adoption of 
nationalist ideas. 

Those who gained from the election were the 
Kremlin’s United Russia Party, the Communist Party of 
Russia (CPRF), Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s right-wing 
extremist Liberal Democratic Party of Russia (LDPR) 
and the Motherland-Patriotic Union bloc, Rodina. 

Despite maintaining a strong foothold in Russia’s 
parliament, the Duma, Gennadi Zuganov’s CPRF was 
disappointed because its vote was reduced and some of 
its supporters defected to the newly created Rodina, 
which some political experts believe is a creature of the 
Kremlin, formed to split the CPRF vote. 

Rodina has attracted much attention from the Russian 
media. Registered by the Central Election Commission 
on 22 September 2003, it now has 37 seats in the Duma. 
Its leaders, Sergei Glaziev, Dmitri Rogozin and Valentine 
Varennikov, are known for their previous political 
activities. 

Rogozin, a former leader of the Congress of Russian 
Communities, and Varennikov, a former army officer 
and the leader of the Russian Officers’ Union, have 
collaborated since 1995. The most interesting and 
politically impressive of the three is Glaziev, a PhD 
economist. A career politician since 1991, he held office 
as Minister of Foreign Economic Affairs in 1992 and was 
an MP for the Democratic Party of Russia. 

In 1995 he became a leader of the right-wing, 
national-patriotic Congress of Russian Communities. 
For a while he worked with General Alexander Lebed 
before being reelected to parliament in 1999, this time 
for the CPRE In 2002, however, he quarrelled with 
Zuganov and quit the CPRE He now leads the Union of 
Orthodox People. 

In June 2003 Glaziev initiated the formation of an 
electoral bloc called “Communists, farmers, patriots”. 
It excluded the CPRF but brought together no fewer than 
30 other parties, the main ones being the Party of Russian 
Regions, the Unified Socialist Party of Russia (“Spiritual 
Legacy”) and Narodnaya Volya (The People’s Will). 

All of the groupings in this bloc openly espouse and 
proclaim the so-called “national idea” and Russian 
patriotism, the same ingredients that underpin Rodina. 
“Our main aim’, claims Rodina, “is to build a society 
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based on social justice. For that, it is necessary to unify 
the nation with patriotism.” 

It says something about the sinister nature of Rodina 
that the patriotic extremist Sergei Baburin, the man who 
invited the French fascist leader Jean-Marie Le Pen to 
Russia in February 2003, could comfortably align his 
Narodnaya Volya party with Rodina. 

Even so, in comparison with the other national- 
patriotic parties that stood candidates, such as 
Zhirinovsky’s party, Rodina is quite moderate. Some 
Russian nationalists have expressed doubts about 
Glaziev’s “true patriotism” because they suspect his 
strong links with President Vladimir Putin’s Kremlin 
administration, which probably paid for his electoral 
campaign. There is speculation that Glaziev could be 
put forward as a candidate for the presidential election 
in March to play the role of a bogus “opposition” to 
Putin, who will almost certainly be reelected. 

Rodina’s biggest group of supporters appear to have 
been retired people and middle-aged, college-educated 
professionals. “The majority of people who had higher 
education and status in the Soviet Union have been 
thrown overboard by reforms. They don’t have the 
capability to adapt, but they do have a desire to return to 
the past,” said a director of the ROMIR monitoring 
agency. 

Rodina, whose election campaign called for a return 
of wealth to the people, promises just that. At polling 
stations, voters openly stated that they were voting for 
Glaziev “because he is the only honest politician’. 

Information published on the incomes of some 
candidates was a major influence on voting patterns. 
The fact that some politicians have stashed away 
massive sums of US dollars in foreign banks and own 
enormous luxurious apartments and expensive cars 
only increased the hatred and jealousy of ordinary 
people with low incomes towards the so-called “political 
oligarchs”. The deep abyss between the people and 
career businessmen-politicians is clear to everybody. 

The elections are also a kind of game that is probably 
more necessary for the outside world than for Russians 
themselves. The decreased turnout of 53% indicates that 
a diminishing number of people believe that voting will 
change anything. The results were predictable. 

Not all parties with a far-right policy benefited on 
7 December. At least six parties or blocs with patriot- 
nationalistic programmes more radical than Rodina 
fielded candidates. Some took 1% of the vote, others 
even less. 

Among these “radicals” was Edinenije (Unity) which 


proclaimed antisemitic, anti-Muslim and anti-Orthodox 
ideas. Its leaders were incapable of presenting 
themselves as serious politicians. Edinenije’s founder, 
Konstantin Petrov, is a major-general and former 
president of a movement called For Theocracy. 
Nevertheless, Edinenije received 1.2% of the vote. 

Another radical outfit, the Eurasia party, was pleased 
with the results. Its leader Alexander Dugin is best 
known for his theory of conservative revolution and 
his collaboration with Edouard Limonov, leader 
of the National Bolshevik Party, in the 1990s. “Getting 
four national-patriotic parties into the Duma at 
once is a sensation,” Dugin declared. “Putin’s United 
Russia Party is a party of moderate nationalism. 
Zhirinovsky’s LDPR is one of ostentatious nationalism. 
Zuganov’s CPRF is left-patriotic and the Motherland 
Patriotic Union/Rodina is chauvinistic-patriotic.” 

All the parties promised more or less the same thing 
namely to increase the wealth of the population. Many of 
them appeal to the myth of the Soviet “golden age’. 

But it seems it was the Kremlin that set the real 
agenda: the development of a kind of “official” 
nationalism that sits astride the whole political 
spectrum Armed with such a strategy and an electoral 
victory, Putin will be able to force through new and more 
repressive measures against Chechnya, “terrorists” and 
illegal immigrants. 

In this light it is probably now appropriate to talk 
about the end of the so-called reform period that was 
known as Perestroika and to define the current situation 
as the start of a new one called Putinism. 
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Zhirinovsky fields puppet against Putin 


Jean Raymond for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


THE RUSSIAN RIGHT-WING extremist Viadimir Zhirinovsky 
has decided not to contest the Russian presidential 
elections in March, declaring that he has nothing to add 
to the policies of the incumbent Vladimir Putin. 

Zhirinovsky’s decision not to stand opens the road to 
Putin’s reelection because, following similar decisions by 
the Communist leader Gennadi Zuganov and the liberal 
leader Grigori Yavlinski, Zhirinovsky was the last 
heavyweight personality in Russian politics who could be 
guaranteed not to poll a derisory vote. 

Zhirinovsky’s decision also highlights the ambiguities 
of his Liberal Democratic Party of Russia (LDPR), on the 

_face of it an extreme right-wing party of opposition but in 
reality a protest party of the nationalist and déclassé 
sections of the electorate that plays the objective role of 
an ally of the Kremlin. 

But the LDPR will not be absent from the presidential 
election altogether because it is fielding Oleg Malyshkin, 
a 52-year-old former footballer and boxer who until very 
recently was Zhirinovsky’s bodyguard. 

Almost completely unknown, Malyshkin secured his 
moment of glory in last year’s parliamentary election 
campaign by hitting an opponent during a television 
broadcast. But his propensity for violence did not start in 
the studio. Formerly an administrator in southern Russia, 
he was in charge of regulating the prices of food products 
and once carried out an inspection of a cereals plant with 
a team of assistants armed with machine guns. 

According to journalists present at his first press 
conference, Malyshkin looked every bit like Zhirinovsky’s 
puppet. The news website Gazeta.ru reported graphically, 


“The journalists, who know only too well how Malyshkin 
participates in live debates, politely asked Zhirinovsky 
whether his protégé would once again punch other 
candidates in the face to prove his case. 

“But Zhirinovsky seemed too busy to heed such 
questions. ‘Let the candidate speak, ask him questions, 
why do you keep asking me?’ the LDPR leader snapped. 

“Malyshkin remained terse. ‘Whom exactly will you 
criticise?’ the journalists asked. ‘Everyone! Everyone 
makes mistakes,’ he replied. ‘And what about President 
Putin? And what is it that you disapprove of in the 
president’s policy?’ they asked. ‘Well, you need to be 
tougher in carrying out your politics. He is somewhat mild. 
For instance, he has begun administrative divisions, he 
should continue, being tougher,’ an uncertain Malyshkin 
said. ‘As to privatisation, those who broke the law must 
be punished ...’ 

“Come on, look into the camera!’ Zhirinovsky exhorted 
his colleague, turning him round so that the cameras 
could catch a better glimpse of him. ‘We will strangle 
both Gerashchenko and Kharitonov [the Communist 
Party and Motherland Bloc candidates respectively] and 
will give Putin a proper scare — we will ensure there is a 
run-off,’ Zhirinovsky shouted. 

“We will prove that the LDPR is not the party of a 
single person,’ he continued, adding that even if there is 
no run-off, Malyshkin would still come second to Putin, 
winning at least 10% of the vote, more than Zhirinovsky 
himself won in the 1991, 1996 and 2000 elections.” 

That this is so is a measure of the weakness of 
democracy in Russia. 
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Croatian hate gig banned 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 





Thompson 
band member 
with guitar 


Right: 
members of 
the Ustasha 
pose for a 
photograph 
during the 
torture and 
execution of 
a Serb in 
1943 





A PERFORMANCE IN AMSTERDAM by the Croatian 
rock band Thompson was cancelled after its lead singer, 
Marko Perkovic, was accused of giving a Hitler salute at 
previous concerts and the group was attacked for its 
sympathy with Nazi ideas. 

Perkovic is certainly no wallflower. He fought as an 
irregular soldier on the Croatian side in the Yugoslav 
civil war of 1991-92. CIDI, a Jewish organisation that 
combats antisemitism, has accused Thompson, which is 
named after the submachine gun of the same name, of 
supporting the ideas of the fascist Ustasha movement in 
Croatia. According to CIDI, Ustasha uses the band as a 
cultural propagandist for its ideas. A statement by CIDI 
pointed out that a performance by Thompson would stir 
up hatred between different communities and insult 
other people in The Netherlands. 

The largely young audiences at Thompson's concerts 
wear black shirts bearing the words “Black Legion” and 
hats with the sign “U” for Ustasha. They brandish 
banners with anti-Serb and anti-Gypsy slogans. CIDI 
and some Sinti organisations had announced a protest 
demonstration before the cancellation of the concert at 
the end of November. 

“We don’t want to be associated with groups that 
make propaganda for ultra-right ideas”, stated the 
foundation that owned the concert hall the band had 
hired. The organisers of Thompson's tour denied the 
accusation declaring, “previous concerts in Germany 
and Croatia have been a huge success. There have never 
been quarrels or fights. There is only one kind of people 
that wants to ruin this concert.” 
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Around 4,000 people had been expected to attend the 
first Thompson concert in The Netherlands. Despite the 
cancellation a couple of hundred fans turned up in buses 
from Belgium and Germany, only to find the gates closed. 

To cut their losses, the organisers switched the concert 
to Rotterdam. There they ran into further opposition 
when the anti-discrimination organisation Radar and 
CIDI demanded a ban on the event. Thompson did play 
in Rotterdam but the local authorities prohibited 
Perkovic from singing. When he tried to make a short 
speech to the 1,000-strong audience, police officers 
promptly removed him from the hall. 

Some Croats living in The Netherlands were shocked 
by the measures taken against Thompson, claiming the 
band is number one in Croatia. They believe that Serbs 
all over Europe are behind the anti-Thompson 
campaign. This is not the case and indicates the strong 
anti-Serb hostility among some Croats. 

Outraged at the action of the Dutch authorities, some 
of the Croatian community in The Netherlands are 
protesting against the ban on Thompson, defending the 
symbols the band uses and even the Ustasha movement. 
Their action shows a remarkable ignorance of their own 
country’s murderous fascist history. 

The Ustasha movement was founded in 1929 in 
Croatia and had absolute power in the country during 
the Second World War, acting as a Nazi puppet regime. 
Its leader, Ante Pavelic, was given a free hand to 
exterminate a half million Serbs, 30,000 Jews and 29,000 
Sinti and Roma. These Ustasha crimes, especially those 
of the notorious Crna Legija (the Black Legion), even 
shocked the Nazi generals in the region. 

Thompson starts its stage performances with the 
traditional Ustasha war cry Zo dom Spremni (Ready for 
the fatherland). According to the Jewish community in 
Zagreb, it sells large quantities of Ustasha paraphernalia 
at its concerts, including T-shirts with portraits of 
Second World War Croatian leaders. 

Perkovic publishes his own magazine, called 
Thompson, which features war propaganda and pictures 
of himself posing with a Thompson submachine gun 
and other weapons. In one remarkable picture, Perkovic 
poses with a group of heavily armed men on a military 
truck covered with a big picture of Pavelic. 

Links to Thompson and its cult hero Perkovic now 
appear on several websites that glorify the Ustasha. It is 
no surprise that these fascists adore Perkovic. In Zagreb 
in February 2003, for instance, when the Croatian 
handball team became world champions after beating 
Germany in the finals, Perkovic shouted the Ustasha war 
cry at the reception for the team and dozens of people in 
the crowd responded with a Nazi salute. 

In August last year, Thompson organised a public 
demonstration to honour the Ustasha in the Croatian 


town of Slavonski Brod. On 15 September the band 
performed at the Hajduk Split soccer stadium and gave 
Nazi salutes. 

Commenting on the band’s Nazi symbolism, the 
Croatian newspaper Vjesnik wrote, “The symbolism is 
well known: the Ustasha symbols, the Ustasha song and 
their dress. The only thing in which they keep failing 
again and again is the salute. They keep using the Nazi 
salute instead of the Ustasha salute.” 

Supported by right-wing politicians and evidently 
some newspapers, Thompson's Croat nationalist 
concerts attract tens of thousands of people. Last year 
the band was nominated for an important Croatian pop 
music award. 

The Dutch fascist party Nieuw Rechts, needless to say, 
spoke out for the band, claiming, “Thompson is a band 
which sings about its love for its country, its people, the 
family and God” and had given several benefit concerts 
for hospitals and the victims of war. 

“The band keeps a great distance from politics. 
Thompson never performs at political festivals or 
demonstrations,” lied Michiel Smit, the Nieuw Rechts 
leader, in an introduction to questions he has tabled 
to the mayor of Rotterdam about the actions of the 
city authorities. 

Smit’s support was hardly needed to expose Perkovic 
as an antisemite once and for all. He was quite capable of 
doing this on his own. Reacting to the controversy in The 
Netherlands, he told the Croatian newspaper Jutarni 
List, “Tt is all to blame on the Jews. I have nothing against 
them and I did nothing to them. I know that Jesus Christ 
also did nothing against them, but still they hanged him 
on the cross. So what can I expect as a small man?” 


president of the “Wancsutions extreme right- 


wing Front National (FN), has accidentally 
revealed his party’s links with fascist groups 
and right-wing extremist parties all over 
Europe. 

Féret’s email on 19 December was meant for 
“members, sympathisers and comrades” only. 
But he forgot to use the blind copy (Bcc) option. 
As a result, all 524 addressees received the 
complete list which revealed the party’s bonds 
with a remarkably wide variety of European 
fascist groups and personalities. 

The list included the Italian Movimento 
Fascismo e Liberta, an obscure Italian fascist 
group fighting for the rehabilitation of Benito 
Mussolini, the “fan club” of the late British 
fascist Oswald Mosley, the Italian fascists of 
Forza Nuova, the British Holocaust denier 
David Irving and the Swedish National 
Socialist Front. 

Féret’s friends in Belgium and abroad are 
unlikely to appreciate this latest of many faux 
pas by the FN’s hapless “president for life”. 
The Belgian FN has again proved its complete 
lack of organisational skill and professionalism. 
Ever since the party’s formation in the mid- 
1980s, it has operated at a very high level of 
incompetence. 

One of Feret’s most bitter rivals over the past 
decade, Hubert Defourny, also failed to enjoy a 
peaceful end to 2003. On 2 December a court in 
Liége convicted Defourny for distributing racist 
propaganda and sentenced him to five months 
in prison. The court also ordered him to pay a 
£650 fine and withdrew his civil and political 
rights for six months. 

The sentence marks the first time in Belgian 


: history that a person has been im oanbean for 











By Bela Schneider for 
Antifaschistisches Infoblatt and 
Antifa-Net in Berlin 


A BERLIN COURT wrote itself into German legal 
history on 22 December last year with the surprise 
conviction of three members of the nazi hate rock 
band Landser on charges of belonging to a criminal 
gang. 

The federal state prosecutors and the two dozen 
police officers in the courtroom could scarcely 
conceal their delight at the verdict and the 
sentences handed down by the presiding judge, 
Wolfgang Weissbrodt. The band’s leader and 
songwriter ,Michael Regener, 38, was jailed for 
three years and three months for spreading nazi 
propaganda as well as leading and belonging to a 
criminal gang. Bass guitar player André Moericke, 
37, and Christian Wendorff, 28, got sentences of 21 
and 22 months’ imprisonment respectively, 
suspended for four years. 

Moericke and Wendorff were also ordered to 
carry out 90 hours of community service for Jewish 
and immigrant organisations. This part of the 
sentence caused the 20-odd nazis arrogantly 
lounging in the public gallery to burst into laughter. 
The court also ordered the seizure of around 
£3,500 from each of the three defendants, 
apparently part of the profits from the band’s last 
two CDs. 

Passing judgement, Weissbrodt pointed out that 
only by hearing Landser’s music and seeing 
spectators quietly humming along to it could one 
understand the way it incited its listeners. He said 
it had been Landser’s aim to “whip up hatred 
among German youth with extreme right-wing 
propaganda”. 

The Federal Prosecutor’s Office first began its 
investigation into these “self-appointed terrorists 
with electric guitars” nearly four years ago. 
It followed an attack in the small Mecklenburg 
town of Eggesin in which nazi youths beat two 
Vietnamese people almost to death. The Federal 
Prosecutor’s Office took over the investigation of 
the incident. When the case finally came to court, 
the defendants admitted that they might have sung 
a racist Landser song during the assault. 

For a long time, Landser enjoyed near cult status 
among nazis in Germany and _ internationally. 
Although the band only ever performed one 
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concert, they produced five CDs but, with titles 
such as “German rage - rock against the top!” and 
“Go for the Enemy”, not one of them can be sold 
legally in a record shop. 

Experts estimate nevertheless that around 
100,000 Landser tapes and CDs, mostly pirate 
copies, are in circulation in Germany and are 
frequently played illegally in schools and youth 
clubs. 

Landser was originally formed in 1992 by 
members of the Berlin nazi rocker gang Die 
Vandalen at an East Berlin youth club, where a 
social worker provided the band’s members with 
a drum kit, evidently in the hope of putting them 
on the “path of righteousness”. He certainly put 
them on the path to the right. 

That was the year when nazis and young skinheads 
set fire to a hostel for Vietnamese contract workers 
in Rostock Lichtenhagen to the applause of 
thousands of local people. The following year, 
Turkish people were burned alive in Solingen in 
another nazi arson attack. Landser provided some 
of the musical accompaniment to the fascist terror 
wave, distributing a demo tape containing songs 
such as “Berlin stays German” and “Batter them 
to death”. 

In the years that followed, Landser produced its 
CDs abroad to evade the scrutiny of the German 
authorities. One of its worst expressions, the 
album “Go for the Enemy”, was recorded in June 
2002 in London while other CDs were recorded, 
pressed and printed, sometimes by fellow nazis, in 
Sweden, Denmark, The Netherlands, Poland and 
Minnesota and Alabama in the USA. 

The distribution side of the business was 
conducted through a network of middlemen, mainly 
from the Blood and Honour network, which supplied 
shops and mail order outlets catering for nazis. 
It is believed that as many as 30,000 original 
Landser CDs reached the European market in this 
way. Indeed Landser’s “music” is the number one 
export product of German nazi hate rock, both to 
Europe and to the USA. 

One of the nazis directly involved in the 
production of Landser CDs was a federal internal 
security service informer in Brandenburg who 
helpfully arranged for the cover of “Go for the 
Enemy” to be printed in Poland. 

Landser’s “music” whipped up hatred and 
violence against black people, foreigners, Jews, 
Israel and democracy. When the court labelled the 


group “a danger to public safety” and blamed it for 
racist attacks and arson, it was not exaggerating. 

In February 1999 in Guben, Farid Guendoul, an 
Algerian asylum seeker, bled to death after being 
hunted down by a gang of racists who had been 
playing a tape of Landser’s “Africa song” in their 
car. in June 2000, Alberto Adriano from 
Mozambique was kicked to death by nazi skinheads 
in the city park in Dessau. His killers too had the 
“Africa Song” on their Walkman. 

The Federal Prosecutor’s Office is now hoping 
that the Landser verdict will have a deterrent 
effect because it marks the first time that right- 
wing extremists have been convicted under the 
gang-busting paragraph 129 of the German criminal 
code. Meanwhile, Regener’s lawyers have already 
filed an appeal. 


Around 60 
nazis 
protesting on 
17 January 
against the 
conviction of 
Landser clash 
with police 
over the route 
of the march 
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The end of 2003 saw a return to the 
type of terror aimed at destabilising 
Western democracies and its spread to 
Britain with the attempt to bomb 

Gary Titley, the British MEP who leads 
the Labour Group in the European 
Parliament. Reports from two of our 
correspondents reveal some sinister 
and startling facts. 


Strategy of tension 
and terror lives on 


By Alfio Bernabei 


ITALY HAS THE best trained nazi fascist terrorists within 
Europe. The letter bombs sent to the President of the 
European Commission Romano Prodi and_ other 
representatives at the European Union at the end of last year 
may appear amateurishly insignificant if contrasted with the 
atrocities that killed and maimed hundreds of people in the 
past 30 years. But the letter bomb campaign clearly 
demonstrates that the resort to violence remains a weapon 
always in a state of readiness in Italian politics. It is also a 
reminder that the method used by those who piloted the 
strategy of tension in the decade-long history of terrorism 
was always to mix massive attacks, such as the 1980 
Bologna bombing that killed 85 people, with relatively small 
incidents designed as psychological warfare. 

The army of Italian nazi fascist terrorists is not a figment of 
the imagination. It has historical roots. As a defeated country 
Italy became a state with limited sovereignty under the 
supervision of the United States and Britain. On the surface 
it acted like a fully-fledged democracy. But in the shadows 
ultimate control rested with a very powerful organisation that 
was part of the Stay Behind project and whose aim was to 
steer the country on the right course with the military at the 
ready. Known as Gladio, this organisation made use of nazi 
fascists. It had weapons at its disposal and links with the 
Mafia, otherwise called the “Sicilian Gladio”. Through its 
variously named octopus-like tentacles, Gladio recruited a 
good number of young fascists often imbued with Catholic 
fundamentalism to act as terrorists. During the 1970s, when 
the strategy of tension took off to keep a _ left-wing 
government alternative at bay, these terrorists began to stage 
attacks coordinated by the P2 Masonic Lodge headed by 


Antisemitism unites right and left extremists 


From Karl Pfeifer 


THE CONCEPT OF A TRANSVERSE anti-capitalist front, 
uniting left-wing and right-wing extremists, is hardly 
novel in Italy, Germany or Austria. 

In Italy after the creation of the Nazi puppet Salo 
Republic in September 1943, the embattled Italian 
fascist dictator Benito Mussolini tried unsuccessfully to 
use anti-capitalist demagogy to reverse the popular 
anti-fascist mood. 

Since the 1960s, fascists in Italy have failed several 
times in attempts to form united fronts with misguided 
leftist elements. Now right-wing extremists in Italy, 
Germany and Austria are trying once more to involve 
themselves with the so-called anti-imperialist camp. 

Some anti-imperialist ideologists claim that the 
fascist forces are only marginal and one should not be 
afraid to make common cause with all those “who 
oppose the intrinsic imperialist and pro-US stance ... 
[and] who came from the far right, embraced ‘national 
Bolshevism’ in the 1990s and eventually took an 
explicitly anti-fascist position”. 

Anti-fascists had called a demonstration in Rome for 
13 December in “solidarity with the Iraqi resistance”. 
Although over 2,000 people had endorsed the appeal for 
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the march, only 400 turnout out and so the rally was 
replaced with a discussion in a school. 

The demonstration seems to have failed for two 
reasons. One was that every left-wing party in Italy 
condemned the transverse front with the right. The other 
was that the organisers mainly belonged to a self-styled 
Trotskyite sect intent on attacking other left-wing groups. 

An examination of the long list of supporters and 
sponsors of the demonstration, however, reveals the 
extent of the far right’s efforts to penetrate and gain a 
foothold inside the “left”. 

A significant sponsor of the demonstration was Serge 
Thion, a notorious defender of the Holocaust deniers 
Paul Rassinier and Robert Faurisson. Thion, who is based 
in Paris, had his Holocaust denial book Vérité historique 
ou Verité politique? (Historical Truth or Political Truth?) 
published in 1980 by the supposedly left-wing publishing 
house, la Vieille Taupe (the Old Mole). The same company 
has also published books by the US left-wing linguistics 
theorist and philosopher Noam Chomsky. 

The extreme right-wing German publisher Verlag der 
Freunde in Berlin published an expanded version of 
Thion’s book in 1984. In April 2001 he was on the list of 
speakers at a conference of Holocaust deniers in Beirut 


but was thwarted when the Lebanese government 


Licio Gelli and numbering among its members senior 
politicians, army officers, secret service agents and major 
figures from the worlds of finance and industry. 

The remarkable turn of events that brought Silvio 
Berlusconi, an ex P2 member, into government alongside 
the fascist National Alliance Party has largely accomplished 
the Gladio project, as Gelli recently acknowledged in an 
interview. This however does not mean that the terrorists 
who played a part in the process have disbanded. 
They remain ready for redeployment. 

With tension growing within Italy due to the instability caused 
by what is being perceived as an untenable political aberration 
with dire financial consequences due to a lack of international 
credibility, nobody knows what tum the new strategy of tension 
will take to ensure that the gains made by the fascists are not 
lost. They have tasted victory. They may want to make 
themselves heard at European level and attempt to influence 
development within the European community. 

The label presently attached to those who sent the letter 
bombs is “anarchists”. But of course this has happened 
before. A number of anarchists were arrested soon after the 
bombs in Milan that killed 16 people in 1969. They turned 
out to have been the work of nazi fascists acting in tandem 
with the secret service within the larger framework of 
Gladio’s terrorist operations. 

In the light of all this it would seem that any attempt to 
weaken the anti-fascist movement is tantamount to providing 
indirect assistance to extremists. Yet this is happening and 
the campaign to rehabilitate fascism remains in full swing 
aided by senior government figures. In the wake of 
Berlusconi's declaration that Mussolini was simply sending 
people on holiday, last month it was the turn of Marcello 
Pera, President of the Senate, to issue what has been 
described as an invitation to abandon anti-fascism. “We no 
longer need to say that the Italian Constitution is anti- 
fascist”, he declared, referring to what he called the “myth” 
of the Resistance and the struggle of Italian partisans who 
fought against the nazi fascists. 


banned the event. 

Fired from his job at the National Centre for Scientific 
Research (CNRS) in November, Thion is a frequent 
contributor to nazi websites. His sponsorship of the 
Rome demonstration is no surprise. 

Some leftists, because of their antagonism towards 
Israel and their visceral anti-Zionism, have no shame 
about associating with Holocaust deniers. In the same 
way that nazis have to deny the Holocaust to whitewash 
. Hitler and Nazism, some “radical” leftists evidently now 
feel they have to deny the Holocaust to undermine the 
historic justification for the creation and existence of the 
state of Israel. 

Another supporter of this section of the left and a 
signatory to the appeal for 13 December is the Geneva 
journalist Alberto B. Mariantoni, a staunch “anti- 
American” and participant in the fascist Movimento 
Italia Sociale. 

Within Italy, the list of sponsors of the Rome 
demonstration included a small galaxy of notorious 
right-wingers, among them: 

B@ Enrico Galoppini, author of Fascism and Islam, which 
was published in 2001 by the fascist publisher 
all’insegna del Veltro and advocates an anti-Jewish 
alliance of Islamic fundamentalists and fascists. 

M Tiberio Graziani, a collaborator of the fascist 
publisher AR and translator of fascist writers such as 
Pierre Drieu La Rochelle. He has had close links with the 


Such views clearly help government ministers such as 
Mirko Tremaglia, who joined Mussolini’s army under the 
control of Adolf Hitler and is now a leading representative of 
the National Alliance. Under the benevolent eye of the party 
leader Gianfranco Fini last month Tremaglia got a standing 
ovation at the party’s National Assembly in Rome, where he 
presented a motion demanding that the nazi fascists who 
died fighting for the Salo Republic be honoured with the 
status of “war dead”. The motion was duly approved. 
Tremaglia then paid homage to the “26 boys killed during 
the years of lead”. He was referring to the fascists who 
engaged in one form or another in the strategy of tension 
during the 1970s and 1980s. He received more applause 
from the ecstatic audience when he described himself as a 
“soldier of Mussolini”. 

It would not be surprising if some of those “boys” were 
associates of the fascists who took refuge in London in 
1980 following the Bologna bombing. New light might be 
shed on the activities of some of them now that the City of 
London Police have reopened the investigation of the death 
of Roberto Calvi, the banker who was found hanged under 
Blackfriars Bridge in 1982. Calvi had become a key player in 
the Stay Behind plan with a dual role. Through a network of 
banks that shifted money coming from the Vatican and the 
Mafia he was providing finances to those who were behind 
the terrorist attacks and to anti-communist movements in 
Eastern Europe. Calvi was killed when he threatened to 
reveal details of these networks. 

As Gelli indicated, it appears that his P2 Lodge was under 
the supervision of a London “lodge”, which may mean that 
the British government at the time was secretly supporting 
the strategy of tension in Italy. This would explain why a 
number of Italian terrorists who took refuge in London 
appeared to enjoy a degree of protection. During early 
enquiries into the killing of Calvi, his son Carlo drew attention 
to the movement of some of the fascists who took refuge in 
London. One can only hope that the City of London Police 
will shed more light on this aspect of the investigations. 


fascist Claudio Mutti, an editor at all’insegna del Veltro. 
M@ Miguel Martinez, who has published material in 
ORION, the journal of the right-wing extremist Maurizio 
Murelli. ORION books touts Holocaust denial books 
including the infamous Leuchter Report and works by 
David Irving and Robert Faurisson. 
M Biaggio Cacciola, who has a long pedigree in various 
fascist groups and now advocates what he calls “left- 
wing” fascism. 
@ Maurizio Neri, who was arrested in 1980 during the 
investigation into the fascist terror bombing of Bologna 
railway station, then joined the Fronte Nationale and 
now leads a group called the “Communitarists”, most of 
whose members are fascists and who advocate a 
transverse front with the left against the USA and Israel. 
@ Alberto Ostidich, who advocates in the a turn to the 
“left” in the fascist journal Italicum and claims to follow 
the traditions of Georges Sorel, the Hungarian Arrow 
Cross and the beginnings of Spanish Falangism. 
Ostidich’s main arguments are drawn from Rinascita, 
another fascist paper. In his view, “there is only one 
enemy, the USA”. 
M@ Giorgio Vitali, a leading member of the fascist 
Rinascita Nazionale. 
@ Luigi Tedeschi, the editor of the fascist journal Italicum. 
The presence of names such as this on a list 
supporting an ostensibly left-wing demonstration 
should be a warning to the left as a whole. 
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NORWAY 


Nazi sponsors 
cathedral bells 


From Tor Bach for Monitor and Antifa- 
Net in Oslo 





THE FORMER NAZI propaganda chief in Oslo @rnulf 
Myklestad has sponsored the city’s cathedral with a 
donation of £270,000 to buy new church bells. 

Norwegian Church leaders were unaware of Myklestad’s 
past as one of the most evil antisemitic ideologists of the 
five-year Nazi occupation of Norway. Nor, it seems, were 
they aware that Myklestad is still a nazi and an antisemite. 
However after anti-fascists revealed this information, the 
Church chose to accept Myklestad’s denials. 

As a propagandist, Myklestad promoted some of the 
most fanatical Nazism wartime Norway. In the last chapter 
of his infamous book Bak frimureriets kulisser (Behind the 
scenes of freemasonry) published in 1944, he wrote, 
‘A victory for those forces, who are today the bearers of 
Jewish-freemason and communistic ideas, will forever seal 
the destiny of the Nordic race and the western European 
culture. Here is no second or third alternative given. Only a 
victory for a Germanic Europe can save our race and culture 
from certain death.” 

After joining Vidkun Quisling’s Nasjonal Samling (National 
Unity) in 1933, Myklestad lived in Berlin “to study national 
socialism at close range” and became a rabid Nazi, holding 
many important positions in the Norwegian Nazi movement. 

He was NS secretary in the counties of Bergen and 
Hordaland and county propaganda chief in greater Oslo. 
It was in this capacity during the war that he proposed the 
confiscation of all radios belonging to non-NS members and 
organised several black propaganda campaigns, including a 
fake English radio station and forged illegal newspapers. 

From July 1942 to February 1945, Myklestad was also 
the Nazis’ political leader at the Asker og Beerum Buadstikke, 
a major local newspaper outside Oslo. After the war, an 
editorial in that paper characterised Myklestad as “an 
especially unkind Nazi”. 

It was the so-called struggle against “Jewish 
freemasonry”, that was closest to Myklestad’s heart. 
As early as 1938, he launched an NS section called Norsk 
Front, whose aim was “to struggle against Jewry, 
Freemasonry and Marxism — those destructive international 
forces which suffocate the Norwegian people”. “We will” he 
wrote “seek, through our information work, to rouse public 
opinion against the activities of the Freemasons and 
against the Jews’ dominant position in our society.” 

Both his book and the third Norwegian edition of the 
infamous antisemitic forgery The Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion were published by his publishing firm, Brage boklag. 

After the war, Myklestad was sentenced to seven years’ 
hard labour and deprived of his civil rights for ten years for 
treason. His years in prison did little to moderate his 
politics. During his imprisonment, however, Myklestad 
invented a health food product that later made him rich. 

Today, aged 85, although he keeps a low profile, he 
remains an active nazi and antisemite behind the scenes. 


He has connections not only with old Norwegian fascists but 
also with younger right-wing extremists such as Alfred 
Olsen. An infamous Jew-hater, convicted gun-runner and 
Auschwitz liar, Olsen runs his own bizarre antisemitic 
website named “Holy War”. 

During the past few years, Myklestad has funnelled some of 
his money into the fascist rag Folk og Land, sponsoring extra 
pages in the paper. He remains a spokesman for the most 
poisonous brand of antisemitism. 

When “stung” by researchers from Searchlight’s Norwegian 
sister magazine Monitor four years ago, nothing in a 90- 
minute conversation with Myklestad indicated that he had 
changed his virulently antisemitic viewpoint one iota. Quite 
the opposite, he was proud of his work in Norsk Front and of 
his propaganda skills. With visible pride he boasted about 
how he had published two of the Norwegian editions of 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion and eagerly explained that 
it was “the Jewish plan to gain world mastery”. He also gave 
Monitor “information” about how “the Jews are organising 
the freemasons”. When asked whether he knew other people 
who could provide material about the freemasons, he 
immediately volunteered Olsen’s name. 

Myklestad, who knew Olsen’s telephone number by 
heart, characterised Olsen as “an_ intelligent devout 
Catholic” but cast doubt on his tactical skills, calling him “a 
bulldozer”. He nevertheless praised Olsen for distributing 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion on the internet. 

While Myklestad seems preoccupied with booking his 
admission ticket into a Christian heaven, others nazis are 
more concerned with creating a traditional Viking 
Gotterdammerung. 

Tore Tvedt, the self-proclaimed prophet of the crazed nazi 
sect Vigrid, has recently urged his young followers to join 
pistol clubs and the voluntary Norwegian Home Guard 
Youth, which gives military training to youngsters. 

Brigadier Finn Hanestad of the Norwegian Defence Staff 
is concerned. “We do not want the Home Guard Youth to 
become a recruitment base for Vigrid,” he told Monitor. 
“Everybody who applies for membership of the Home Guard 
Youth will be evaluated by a local committee and thoroughly 
checked before they are let in,” he added. 

According to Hanestad the Home Guard has had a high 
level of awareness about the extreme right since the 1980s 
when nazis behind a double murder turned out to have 
connections with the organisation. 

The police too are taking the nazi threat seriously. After 
approaches to Vigrid members over many months, the police 
now know a lot about the group. Monitor believes the police 
will now escalate their campaign and lean more heavily on 
the “prophet” himself and his sidekick Thorgrim Bredesen. 

In what might be an attempt to let Bredesen take more 
of the heat — Tvedt has a cowardly tradition of hiding from 
the police when they put pressure on him — Vigrid has 
launched itself as a political party with Bredesen as party 
coordinator and Tvedt humbly functioning as the 
party prophet. Probably because of its unusual concept of 
a party with its own prophet, Vigrid claims that any party 
programme will be kept to an absolute minimum. 

Tvedt now has a rivalin the prophecy stakes. Asmund 
Kaspersen, who belongs to the extreme fringe of the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church, has for some time been 
running an publication called /Innsyn (Insight). According to 
Kaspersen, the world is ruled by a web of secret societies, 
most of them headed by “Zionist Jews”. Most of last year’s 
final 50-page edition of Innsyn was devoted to antisemitic 
ravings, including a fulsome recommendation of The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. The Norwegian Association 
Against Antisemitism is preparing to file a police complaint 
for incitement to racial hatred. 
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GOOD NEWS FROM IOWA 


Xenophobes can be beaten 
By Leonard Zeskind 


IOWA, THE JOKE GOES, is a state whose motto should be, 
“Corn, Hogs and People Too”. It is a bucolic, rural place 
with a population under three million, where the largest 
city supports fewer than 200,000 souls and whose most 
famous son was John Wayne, the “Duke” of old cowboy 
movies. Meat packing plants and tractor factories provide 
jobs for those not working their family farms. And for three 
out of every four years, Iowa is a quiet place. During the 
fourth year, however, Iowa becomes a noisy centre of the 
political primary vortex. Democrats and Republicans both 
pick their respective presidential nominees state by state 
in a complicated system by which they select delegates to 
their national party conventions. New Hampshire is first 
to hold a direct election. But in Iowa they hold party 
caucuses which convene before anywhere else. And thus 
Iowans exert an influence far greater than their numbers 
might warrant. As a consequence, candidates and others 
rush into the state during the preceding months, hoping 
to curry favour or jump-start national campaigns. 

It was here that the Rev. Pat Robertson won enough 
support in the 1988 Republican caucuses to launch his 
Christian Coalition and crystallise a permanent 
presence on the Republican Party’s right flank. And in 
this prelude to the 2004 presidential election, it is here 
that anti-immigrant organisations had hoped to begin 
demarcating a new “wedge issue” for the years to come. 
In Republican hands, a wedge issue is created when a 
determined minority of the party first creates a viable 
opposition to the existing leadership of their own party. 
They then force their position to become the majority or 
dominant one, much like the Christian right did with 
opposition to abortion rights 25 years ago. Then they 
wield the wedge against the Democrats, trying to create 
a split between socially conservative Democrats on one 
side and moderates and liberals on the other. 

During the first weeks of January, a group calling itself 
the Coalition for the Future of the American Worker 
began broadcasting television advertisements in Iowa. 
Against a video of a fist hitting a punching bag painted 
with a human face, the voice-over claimed immigrants 
were tearing down native workers’ wages. But state trade 
unionists knew better than to let these provocations go 
unanswered and they immediately denounced the ads. 
“They don’t represent anybody in the labour movement 
here,” the labour federation president told newspapers, 
“Its just racist stuff with no factual basis”. In response, at 
least one station pulled the ads off the air. 

The so-called Coalition for the Future of the American 
Worker is a front for national anti-immigrant groups 
wedging their way into local and state politics, 
according to Devin Burghart and the Center for New 
Community. The fake “Coalition” was simply a front for 
two larger organisations, the Federation for American 
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STATESIDE 


Immigration Reform (FAIR) and Project USA — both 
perched on the edge of the white nationalist 
movement's more mainstream tendency. 

Among the evidence Burghart noted was the hundreds 
of thousands of dollars FAIR and others had received 
from a charity that supported eugenic causes, the Pioneer 
Fund. Also cited was a typical quote from the writings of 
FAIR’s founding figure: “Will the present majority 
peaceably hand over its political power to a group that is 
simply more fertile? As Whites see their power and control 
over their lives declining, will they simply go quietly into 
the night? Or will there be an explosion?” 

The Center for New Community went further than 
merely exposing white nationalism and posting the 
information on their website. They spent a year building 
a real coalition in Iowa called Welcoming Iowa. 
As Searchlight went to press this group, with 2,000 local 
contacts across the state, was poised to introduce 
immigrant-friendly resolutions at all the local caucus sites. 

This response by labour union officials and community 
organisations represented a genuine setback for anti- 
immigrant groups, but it did not end their campaign. 
Rebuffed in Iowa, the same groups ran television 
advertisements in Arizona, one of the other states with an 
early primary election. In Arizona, the same constellation 
of organisations and individuals operates under a 
different name, Coalition United for a Secure America. 
There the ads complained of “crime” instead of wage loss 
— but the target was the same: immigrants. 

While timed to coincide with Democratic Party 
primaries, these advertisements were simply the opening 
shots in a year-long campaign to make immigration an 
election year issue. Angry that President George W. Bush 
has been “soft” on the issue of immigrants from Mexico, 
they hope to drive a wedge into the Republican Party’s right 
wing. They want to inflict a defeat in Congress on their own 
party’s president's recent proposal of an amnesty 
programme and a new “guest worker” initiative and force 
the issue into selected election year campaigns. Aware of 
the demographic calculus and anxious to overcome the 
Republican's anti-immigrant reputation, by contrast, Bush 
wants to heal his party’s rift with Latino voters, particularly 
those in the southwestern states and California. 

The battle against Bush inside Congress will be waged 
by the so-called Immigration Reform Caucus, lead by 
Representative Tom Tancredo, a Republican from 
Colorado. And the election year campaigns are currently 
being orchestrated, in part, by ProjectUSA, which has 
already identified nine congressional races they want to 
influence. Several are in Arizona and Utah, and one of 
the most interesting will be in Kansas. There a Democrat 
holds a seat in a district where Republicans are a 
nominal majority but have been so besotted by Christian 
right influence that they have lost the votes of moderates. 

Immigration has not yet been successfully wielded 
across the county as a wedge, like abortion and gun 
rights and affirmative action before it. And if the story 
from Iowa is repeated, the xenophobes and racists can 
be defeated. 


From the archives 


20 years ago 
February 1984 


France: 
Rightists attack 
Talbot strikers 


Violent confrontations at the 
Talbot factory in Poissy near 
Paris in early January left 57 
workers injured, of which 19 
were hospitalised and caused 
Fr8 million worth of damage 
to the factory after a 
provocative intervention by a 
small right-wing anti- 
immigrant trade union 
confederation. 

Talbot-Poissy has the 
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factory; 53 per cent of the 
workforce, most of them from Morocco. Early in the morning of 5 January 
striking workers occupying Block B5 of the works were viciously attacked 
by non-strikers, most of them members of the CSL (Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions). This bosses’ union, created out of the extreme right- 
wing CFT (Confederatiob of Trade Unions), has maintained a reign of 
terror over the predominantly immigrant workforces of Peugot, Citroen 
and Talbot factories ... preventing any other union from organising until 
1982. In one notorious incident, a CGT (communist led French 
Confederation of Trade Unions) picket, Pierre Le Maitre, was shot dead 
by a CSL member during a dispute in Trims in 1977. 





10 years ago 
February 1994 


A 20-strong gang of neo- 
| Nazis tried to invade the Oslo 
# centre of the anarchist Blitz 
group on 28 December. In 
the attack, which was 
repulsed by people in the 
building, the nazis hurled a 
Molotov cocktail and fired 








four shots from a shotgun. 
arrested. 
The nazi onslaught is 
incident in which militant 
anti-fascists wrecked broadcasting gear at an Oslo radio station, Nite 
while one of his female DJs openly admits to being a national socialist. 
Visitors to the station have reported that the walls are covered with 


rs ~ Fortunately nobody was hurt. 
: None of the nazis has been 
believed to have been a 
revenge attack for an earlier 
Rocket, which broadcasts nazi propaganda. 
Nite Rocket's director claims to be “only a patriot and a nationalist”, 
swastikas, Hitler posters and other racist paraphernalia. The radio runs 
various competitions in which listeners can win Ku Klux Klan t-shirts. 
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Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 
PO Box 632, Blackburn 
Lancashire BB4 4WT 


Bradford Anti-Fascist 
Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St. 
Bradford BD1 5DT 


Broxbourne Against 
Racism 

40 = 10) a BC loW Ac) 
London Ni 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 


Burnley Trades Council 
c/o Town Hall 

Burnley, Lancs BB11 WA 
pthorne@burnley.gov.uk 


Calderdale Communities 
Against Racism 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St 
Bradford BD1 5DT 


Gateshead Against 
the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street 
Gateshead 

Tyne & Wear NE8 1AY 
0191-47 7-6638 

royal kcxe)a1@rleialcelaligciomalcis 


Kirklees United Against 
Racism and Fascism 
PO Box 310, Huddersfield 
West Yorkshire HD1 3YU 


Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism 

and Fascism 

oom Fest 8) 

143 Sefton Street, 
Liverpool L8 5SN 


North Staffordshire 
Campaign Against 
Racism & Fascism 

<4 0 316), eet Bo) 0) 8) 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@bursiem. 
demon.co.uk 


Oldham United 
Against Racism 

c/o Oldham Law Centre 
Archway House 

Bridge Street, Oldham 
(0) Ei Es E =D) 


Ribble Valley 
Against Racism 
PO Box 95 

Whalley 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
www.rvar.org.uk 


Saltdean for Tolerance 
and Respect (STAR) 

4 Os = 10) ae Rol 

Brighton BN1i 7WB 
contact@saltdeanstar.org 


Sheffield Campaign 
Against Racism and 
Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC 
Trades & Labour Club 
Talbot Street 
Sheffield S2 2TG 


South East Essex 
Coalition Against Racism 
c/o Searchlight Magazine 
0 ={0), an RoW A) 

lige) gem Ctome) NC) 


Sunderland Coalition 
Against Racism 

and Fascism 

c/o Unison 

City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge 

Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 


Tees Valley Unites 
Against Racism 
oycomei\/|=) 

Cleveland House 

? Woodlands Road 
Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 


Teyey\ 
CONTACTS 


Tyne & Wear Anti- 
Fascist Association 
Room 111 

Transport House 
John Dobson Street 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 8TW 

0191 272 1211 
twafa@twafa.org.uk 


Wakefield Trades Council 
108 Moorhouse Avenue 
Stanley 

Wakefield WF3 4BH 


Wales Friends 

of Searchlight 

Cardiff Centre for Trade 
Union Studies 

182 Habershon Street 
Splott, Cardiff CF24 2LE 


Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

27 Alder Avenue 

Worsley Hall 

Wigan WN5 9PY 
chitchen@fsi.li.man.ac.uk 


Wolverhampton, 

Bilston & District TUC 
PO Box 2917 

AYVfo) rela atelaal ele) ay 

WV2 2YA 
wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 


To get your group’s 
details included on this 
list in future editions of 
the magazine please 
contact Searchlight. 
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EUROPEAN GLORY 


The European Parliament is one of the institutions the British National Party hates 
most. But ironically gaining seats in Bruss@ls is the BNP fascists’ most coveted prize. 
They are desperate for success in June’s European elections. They hope that they will 
win the anti-European vote instead of the United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP), 

bringing the BNP media attention, money and respectability. But BNP success depends 
on UKIP weakness. Now the BNP is going all out to discredit the main opponents of 
European rederalism: By Kate Taylor 


n 1999, the UKIP established itself as England’s 
fourth political party in the European elections, 
gaining three MEPs. Since that time the party has 
been fraught by internal problems and a fall in its 
fortunes. But it remains an obstacle for any party 
competing for the anti-European protest vote. In the 
run-up to June, the UKIP is pouring time, money and 
resources into its campaign to raise its profile. It is 
clearly a worry for the BNP, which has gone to some 
lengths to highlight weaknesses within the UKIP. 

A BNP leaflet promoting itself as the primary force 
opposing the EU was distributed outside the UKIP’s 
national executive committee’s conference last October, 
in an attempt to win support from Eurosceptics. 
For this target audience the BNP was claiming that, 
“The primary goal of all patriots is to save Britain... 
all patriots oppose the EU”. 

It continued in its bid to poach UKIP supporters, 
“UKIP members with three MEPs can be proud that 
UKIP is the leading force against the EU here in Britain. 
Unhappily this situation will not last ... Once again UKIP 
is ripping itself apart.” 

The leaflet went on to make various allegations about 
problems within the UKIP, both financial and personal. 
Its intention appeared to be to smear the UKIP as much 
as possible in order to persuade voters that the BNP is 
the most effective opposition to the EU. 

The BNP claims that there is “deep unease” within the 
UKIP about its chances of success in the forthcoming 
European elections. The results of the elections, the BNP 
predicts, will see the UKIP all but “wiped out”. 

“There is every prospect that UKIP will lose all its 
representation in Strasbourg. Since 1999 when three 
seats were won by UKIP votes have been poor. Moreover 
the British National Party, which also favours with- 
drawal from Europe, and which faired poorly in that 
contest, has sprung to life.” 

But the reality is that the BNP is very worried about 
the UKIP continuing to attract the main protest vote in 
the European elections. Indeed, last May the BNP 
approached UKIP officials in order to broker a deal that 
would have allowed both parties to contest their 





strongest areas without opposition from one another to 
avoid splitting the vote. The UKIP rejected this proposal 
out of hand. For the BNP the dismissal of this proposal 
“defies belief”. It believes that the UKIP needs the BNP 
on side to make any progress. Now, the BNP contends, 
because the UKIP has rejected its offer, “UKIP appears 
doomed to lose all of its MEPs. The BNP on the other 
hand seems likely to win two or three MEPs regardless of 
UKIP’s votes.” 

While there remain internal problems within the 
UKIP, the party is still likely to cause some nuisance for 
the BNP. Most people wanting to air a protest vote will 
be unaware of schisms and splits within the UKIP. 
And in the run-up to June the UKIP will be doing its 
utmost to raise public awareness of what it represents. 

Last month, the media publicist Max Clifford was 
hired to help the UKIP’s European election drive. 
Clifford, whose name is as well known as the clients he 
represents, will help to revive the UKIP’s flagging 
fortunes. He joins a team that has been bolstered by the 
recent arrival of Dick Morris, one-time personal adviser 
to former US president Bill Clinton. This is an indication 
that there is some money in the pot and that the UKIP 
intends to mount a strong election campaign. 

Similarly, the BNP, despite loathing the workings of 
the European Parliament, is desperate to join it. 
Certainly, by the BNP’s own admission, “the European 
contest is the big media event” with “big prizes to be 
won’. Winning a seat “would transform the party’s 
financial position and media credibility. And it would 
mean that we would play a major role in a significant 
pan-European anti-EU bloc - patriots from all over 
Europe fighting the federalist beast at its very heart.” 

But this dream is “far from guaranteed’, if there is 
strong opposition from the UKIP. The European 
elections are the UKIP’s favoured battleground, and the 
Eurosceptic party does not share the stigma attached to 
the BNP. For the BNP promoting an anti-EU policy gives 
the party a mask of respectability and this has made it 
one of the BNP’s main electoral platforms. “Only the 
British National Party will keep our independence’, 
another BNP leaflet declares. 





